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The Daylilian

Spring is coming and the time to get our 
plants ready for all the great colors that 

will bless our gardens.  We hope for bright 
colors and blooms plentiful to delight all 
those who wish to come and view our 
gardens.

 We should take time to remember those 
we have lost over this past year. I do not 
have a list of those individuals but we need 
not forget them, for their dedication to our 
Region, their gardens and their families.

 Spring Regional will be in Orange Park 
this year on the last weekend of April, with 
4 Gardens open for tours.  At present only 
Saturday will be available for garden visits, 
currently set for 8 AM to 1 PM, Friday and 
Sunday will by appt. only. I understand this 
is early but I do not want to tell a Club they 
can not have a Show on a Saturday or 
Sunday in the month of May. We will have 
Blooms for all to see, as we look forward 
to having everyone come visit our gardens 
in Northeast Florida.  The Gardens open 
for tour will include Curtis Goodell, Evelyn 

Olschner, Floyd & Hilda Sewell and Ray 
& Terri Wensell.   We hope everyone can 
make a valiant effort to attend the Spring 
Regional in our area and enjoy all the 
beauty that our area brings.

 The Holiday Inn on Well Road will be 
the host site for all the meetings, training 
classes and plants sales.  Group rates are 
valid for booking from Jan. 13 - April 6, 
2012.  You will be able to book on line or 
by phone thru the local hotel 904-562-
7400.

 Look forward to seeing all of you.

Garden Address:
 Curtis Goodell 
 1729 Coulee Ave 
 Jacksonville, FL 32210

 Evelyn Olschner 
 4438 Deep River Way East 
 Jacksonville, FL 32223

 Floyd & Hilda Sewell
 1831 Ocean Drive South
 Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

 Ray & Terri Wensell
 1900 St. George Ct.
 Middleburg, FL 32068

Ray Wensell   

ATTENTION 
GARDEN AND 
EXIBITION 

JUDGES
There have been extensive revisions 
to the handbooks by which you 
judge by. It is very important that 
you use the new handbooks going 
forward from here. The old judges 
handbooks are now obsolete. You 
are encouraged to go the website  
www.daylilies.org  and download the 
new handbook for free or you may 
choose to purchase one from AHS 
and that can be done through the 
website as well.

Photo by Greg Crane
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RPD
Corner
Bob Martin

Another year gone, wow where did it 
go? 2011 was a very productive year 

both for region 12 and the AHS. For the 
first time in many years the decline in AHS 
membership was turned around, thanks 
to the cajoling of past president Mary Col-
lier Fisher and efforts of the many mem-
bers who encouraged friends and family 
to join for the first time. This effort needs 
to be continued by everyone, there are 
some very inventive ways that this can be 
achieved but it will take effort. Talks can be 
offered on Daylilies and their culture to all 
manner of garden clubs. Incentives to join 
like the current $15.00 membership for 6 
months trial. Advertising in Newspapers, 
presentations to city and county libraries, 
scholarships to colleges etc. and the list 
goes on, bounded only by the enthusiasm 
and ingenuity of members. I would like to 
challenge all clubs to increase their mem-
bership by just 10% in the coming year.
The Daylily Journal has become an out-
standing magazine produced twice a year 
and very soon to become digital so that 
it can be viewed from a computer by all, 
AHS Members. Also the member’s portal 
took off in 2011, it is amazing to me the 
strides that have been made in communi-
cation over the past year or so. If you have 
not looked at the portal yet, please do so, 
I promise a surprise is in store for you. 
You can access it from the American 
Hemerocallis Society Web page. It contains 
almost all you need to know. I say almost 
because whatever the subject there is al-
ways something new to learn. So if you 
know anyone who is not now a member of 
AHS, now is the time to sign them up on 
a new initiative, 6 months for $15.00. The 
Central Florida Daylily Society has passed 
a ruling that all new members will be 
offered the 6 months initiative at club cost. 
Please contact any club officer who can 
get the process started, or contact me on 
(386) 775-0726 or bobsara05@embarq-
mail.com.
 The national board meeting was a new 
experience for me, where the board mem-
bers conduct business on behalf of their 

members. A new innovation in which I was 
concerned was the future planning of the 
society with regards to membership and 
some very positive views were put into 
print for the October meeting, due in no 
small part to our own Joe Agosta and 
Linda Sample. Unfortunately I was unable 
to attend the meeting in October due to a 
previously planned trip to England to visit 
my grandchildren, and their folks, this was 
a very rewarding visit, the weather was 
good to us, dry and sunny albeit 15 to 20 
degrees below our Florida temps.
 I returned home after 3 weeks in 
England to a double whammy, first I was 
diagnosed with prostate cancer and am 
currently undergoing radiation treatment, 
but secondly and much more serious to a 
garden taken over by weeds, I am just now 
beginning to get a handle on them thanks 
to Roundup X 5’ strip of grass to make 
a new bed for our beloved plant. This will 
also help me with lining out a bunch of 
plants obtained from Evia Loye Stateler, 
who has found that she cannot care for 
the huge garden that Dan had previously 
managed and her children have zero in-
terest. So on the 3rd of December four of 
us from Central Florida were joined with 
a large contingent from Bay area club at 
“The Jungle Daylily Garden” to dig plants 
and cart away. A collection was taken for 
Loye for her extreme generosity and to 
display our gratitude.
 It is December 11th as I write this, imag-
ine my surprise when I was out in the gar-
den this morning and found a gladioli in 
bloom. Also noted that our brown turkey 
fig was producing new leaves, I hope that 
this is a harbinger of a mild winter, since my 
banana trees have not produced for three 
years we could use a mild one.
 So as we begin a new year, let us make 
a resolution to grow more of the plant we 
all love, an excellent start can be made 
by attending MECCA 2012. The festivi-
ties begin on Thursday May 17th with Dan 
Hansen’s annual Barbecue at Ladybug 
Daylilies. This is followed on May 18th 
with a Champagne Brunch at Le Petit 

Jardin, the gardens of Ted and Susan Petit 
in the Ocala/Gainesville area. The nearby 
Rollingwood gardens of Jeff and Elizabeth 
Salter as well as Cross Border Daylilies 
of John Peat will also be open with light 
refreshments. Later that evening the 
annual Ice Cream Social in Enterprise 
will take place at the Deltona Community 
Center, which overlooks beautiful Lake 
Monroe. where some 60 recent intro-
ductions from the gardens of Nicole’s 
Daylilies by Nicole Harry-Devito, Pete 
Harry’s Daylilies formerly Frank Smiths 
Daylilies, Art Gallery Gardens, by Ludlow 
and Rachel Lambertson, Water Mill Gar-
dens by Dan and Jane Trimmer, Reilly 
Daylily Garden by Phil and Pina Reilly, 
Floyd Cove Nursery by Guy and Karen 
Pierce, Ladybug Daylilies by Dan Hansen, 
Ledgewood Gardens by Tony and Gunda 
Abajian and Kinnebrew Daylily Gardens 
by John Kinnebrew Jr. will be available 
to name just a few that will be auctioned 
off this year. This is a fun event folks, so, 
please clear your calendars, and come on 
down for Ice Cream, cookies, fun, friends 
camaraderie and the chance to win a 
newer Daylily Introduction in the auction. It 
certainly doesn’t end there; Nicole will be 
having her customary free breakfast in the 
garden on Saturday, May 19th giving away 
a free daylily introduction for all comers. 
All the aforementioned hybridizers will be 
open for the weekend with light refresh-
ments being served. Floyd Cove Nursery—
the Garden of Guy and Karen Pierce will 
be open every day from 7:00 AM until 
noon only, while Art Gallery Gardens— 
The Gardens of Ludlow and Rachel 
Lambertson will be open from 8:00 AM 
until 1:00 PM, Tony and Gunda’s Ledge-
wood Gardens are open daily from 8:00 
AM until 1:00 PM all of these gardens will 
also serve light refreshments. For more 
information please visit www.daylilymecca.
com
Sincerely yours
Bob Martin



The Daylilian 5

Just north of Orlando on the banks 
of Lake Monroe, lies a sleepy little 

community called Enterprise, Florida. It’s 
one of those places that time seems to 
have left behind. With the bustle of resort 
life to the southwest and car racing to the 
northeast, this little quiet town is the home 
to its own resort. This resort, if you will, is 
a destination for many daylily enthusiasts 
in that within its boundries one finds many 
awesome daylily resorts – the garden’s of 
Dan and Jane Trimmer, Guy and Karen 
Pierce, Luddy and Rachel Lambertson (not 
too far – just up the road) the Kennebrew’s. 
But sandwiched in between all these 
wonderful retreats is the home of Phil and 
Pina Reilly.

 I had asked Phil for an interview a while 
back and he graciously granted that 
request. I was on my way to the Region 12 
Fall Meeting in Orange Park last October 
and stopped by. Phil and Pina were waiting 
on the back porch and welcomed me to 
sit and talk. Pina didn’t stay too long, for 
she had chores in the garden to attend to, 
so Phil and I began to talk daylilies.

 My goal was to get to know who Phil 
was; what his background was. I already 
knew he had beautiful daylilies but who was 
this man and what could he teach me. I 
had already learned from my friend Dennis 
Hoffman that he was quite an interesting 
fellow and had a great story. I found this to 
be true, but what daylily enthusiast isn’t?

 Here on Phil’s back porch I learned of 
a man who joined the Marines at age 21 
and because of his IQ was easily accepted 
as an officer who later became a pilot. 
There were only a few men who would be 
chosen for the position he wanted. As he 
patiently waited for that pilot’s position he 
was bounced out for having one less tooth 
than was required. (I know, my thoughts 
too!) I had never heard of such a thing 
and neither had Phil but rules are rules I 
suppose. But, thru a stroke of genious on 
his part (and I don’t have enough paper 
in this story to explain – just suffice it to 
say, Phil used that “smart-sense’ he was 
blessed with) was able to get transferred 
to Italy. It was his choice to go there 
instead of two other places, Saudia Arabia 
or Scandinavia. It was there in Italy he was 
to meet his future wife, Pina.

 Well, fast forward a little. While driving 
into the city to his ‘nine-to-five’ job as a 
successful graphic design artist, he passed 
a sign on the road that read, “Daylilies For 
Sale.” He turned around and drove down 
the dirt road following his curiosity. He 
parked the van and got out and looked 
down the path and was stunned to see 
so many beautiful flowers. He obviously 
was lucky enough to have stopped during 
peak bloom season. Until this point, he 
only knew one daylily by name and that 
was Kwanzo.

 It was in the late ‘60’s. He was driving a 
Dodge van, had eighty-three dollars in his 
pocket, and in that day as if in a trance, 
throwing caution to the wind, spent every 
dime on daylilies. He filled his van full, 
leaving with a huge amount of flowers 
and knowledge from Mr. Seawright, the 
owner of the daylily nursery where he had 
stopped. This same man would also be 
the one who sold Phil “H. Melon Balls”. 
He bought it for three dollars, the most 
expensive one he had. Mr. Seawright told 
him how to plant it and what soil to use. 
He also told him of a friend in Redding that 
he needed to visit. He never made it to 
work that day or from then on.

 As he drove home he began to visualize 
what he wanted to do in his yard and how 
to plant his new found hobby. One hundred 
fifteen yards of loam and rocks he collect 
from the site of a new road construction 
project and he had the beginnings of his 
first daylily garden. He amended his soil as 
instructed but knew he needed more and 
certainly wanted more flowers.

 He went to visit the man in Redding, 
and started learning about hybridizing. 
He would sit and observe the old man as 
he plied his craft. Phil remembers looking 
over his shoulder intently watching every 
move he made. He was intrigued by the 
flowers he chose to cross. He took all this 
knowledge back with him to his garden to 
start his own trials. And “trial and error” it 
was at first. He bought some seedlings 
from the man in Redding to practice on. 

 Within a year he was out of room as his 
garden was now full of what he had bought 
so far and new seedlings. After a couple of 
seasons of crossing he decided he wasn’t 
getting anywhere nor the results he was 
hoping for. The branching he wanted just 
wasn’t there and the bud count was not as 

Continued on page 6
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Greg Crane
Editor
St. Petersburg, FL

high as he would hope for. He was using 
all dormants to this point.

 John Algood came to the Northeast 
area to give a lecture soon after his first 
year and Phil went to hear what he had to 
say. His lecture was filled with wonderful 
photo’s  of dips and tets from the south. 
After the meeting Phil immediately went 
home and dug up his entire garden and 
started all over again. Imagine, after 5 or 6 
years, just starting all over!!!!??? Well, after 
all, he did start over once before when he 
turned down that dirt road, spent eighty 
three dollars and never went back to the 
office. I suppose a man is entitled to two 
‘do-overs.” Wait! There’s more…

 After keeping only a few of his original 
purchases and a few seedlings, it didn’t 
take him long to have that garden full 
again. Even to where it was encroaching 
on his neighbors’ property line. But, he 
appeased their good nature by promising 
he would name a flower for them in the 
coming year. By this, he even trained them 
to do watering for him. Isn’t it amazing 
how much one can get from someone by 
just naming a flower after them.

 On his sixty-fifth birthday, after all the 
well-wishers left the party, he gathered his 
son and two daughters in the living room, 
sat them down and told them of a little 
known federal law that states that all U.S. 

citizens, on the day they turn sixty-five, 
must move to the state of Florida. And, 
that he and Pina were going to abide by 
this law and indeed move south. (another 
‘do-over’) Within thirty days they had sold 
their house and moved from Carlisle, Ma. 
to Enterprise, FL. The Reilly’s bought a lot, 
cleared it, built a house and a garden.

 This May, Phil and Pina will celebrate 
53 years of marriage. She says she still 
remembers that tall, handsome American 
soldier in dress blues sweeping her off her 
feet. She was so glad he was tall because 
she was taller than most Italian women 
and she could now wear high heels when 
going out. They had a blind date in 1958 
and wed in May of 1959. She still loves that 
Irish temper. They are both very pragmatic 
and both are right all the time.

 When asked about influential people 
in his years of hybridizing, Phil was very 
quick to name Dan Trimmer, Bob King, 
Mort Morss, and Van Sellers among 
others. Bob taught him how to look at a 
daylily – to pick it apart and not ignore all 
of it’s qualities.

 Phil’s goals for hybridizing include– 
flowers with eyes, no eyes, strong 
branching (this characteristic is very 
important to Phil as he didn’t have much 
success in the early years with branching); 
he’s still looking for that perfect plant. 

Although looking at some of his new 
intro’s, I don’t think he is too far off from 
that perfect plant. Phil plants about 5,000 
seeds a year and may only introduce 4 to 
5 new cultivars in a year because, he says, 
“I’m darn picky!”

 From his very first intro “H. Alipasha”  to 
this year’s “H. Gail Harmon”, “H. Azzuro”, “H. 
Breeze at Dawn”, “H. Magellan’s Journey”, 
“H. King of Spain”, and “H. Dream  Merchant”, 
Phil Reilly has given a lifetime to the world 
of daylilies. He is still in pursuit of the perfect 
plant – one that branches well, does well in 
all climates, one that stands tall above the 
rest. And in this little part of central Florida, 
where an ex-Marine Pilot and a beautiful 
Italian lady call their home – if a perfect 
daylily can be found or hybridized, I’ll put 
my money on Phil Reilly finding it. And that 
my friend is…The Life of Reilly.

Greg Crane

The Life of Reilly
Continued from page 5

H. ‘Azzuro’ H. ‘Breeze at Dawn’ H. ‘Carl Harmon’ H. ‘Coconut Cream’

H. ‘Cream Brulee’ H. ‘Dream Merchant’ H. ‘King of Siam’ H. ‘Magellan’s Journey’



The Daylilian 7

WHAT IS THE FOR MEMBERS ONLY PORTAL?

Over the past several years, it became clear to several Board 
members that a different method for the rapid updating of 

AHS information on the web was needed. The type of platform 
that supported www.daylilies.org changes were extremely la-
bor intensive for our capable Webmaster. The AHS President 
asked Technology Chair and Committee to research additional 
methods. In the course of that research several social network-
ing companies were identified. The concept of AHS having an 
interactive social networking site that would not only allow mate-
rials to be uploaded from PDF documents easily but that would 
expand greatly the services we could offer our members. This 
was discussed widely among the Board, Staff and Committee 
Chairs who felt it would be an enhancement to our Membership 
Services.

 So in May 2010, at the Board of Directors meeting in Valdosta 
Georgia, the Membership Chair, Joe Goudeau, noted that this 
research was underway to explore the feasibility of establishing 
a member’s only section on the web. When Joe brought the 
proposal up again for a vote at the Fall 2010 board meeting, 
the AHS Board of Directors approved funding to authorize the 
development of the Members Only Portal. The site opened for 
members in early March, 2011.

 The Portal has now been set up for nearly a year, and I am 
still getting questions about WHY AHS is doing this and HOW it 
works. This column is devoted to the WHY question. Next time 
we will have the HOW column.

WHY DO WE NEED A MEMBERS ONLY PORTAL?

Over the last decade, AHS has been seeking incentives for in-
dividuals to join AHS and incentives to retain members. Mem-
bership numbers had been declining steadily since 2002. The 
voucher program is working very well, the trial membership 
we started last year has over 200 members who have already 
joined, and our fantastic Daylily Journal is a must read for daylily 
growers. Our Board and our membership chair, Joe Goudeau, 
kept trying to provide members with more benefits. By the fall 
2010 Board meeting in Columbus, Ohio Membership and Tech-
nology presented the proposal that AHS work with the Your-
Membership firm to build a robust social networking site for AHS 
Members only, to enhance the capabilities AHS has to provide 
services and information to members. This proposal passed the 
Board unanimously.

The site could be used to search for AHS member’s name, city 
and state by other members, for Regional and National Publica-
tions, for educational forums, regional and other groups such 
as Garden Judges, promotion of regional and local activities 
via community and regional calendars, automatic reminders of 
many AHS deadlines including membership renewal via email 
messages. It provides members with a safe environment to post 
pictures, participate in a forum and connect with other mem-
bers. It even allows a protected group for our AHS youths to 
network about daylilies without non-youth members allowed. 

The benefits are still being explored and developed.

Another benefit many members took advantage of over the holidays 
was the AHS store which has daylily merchandise. Tee Money has 
volunteered to design some great daylily merchandise. She is even 
able to accommodate one-time special orders for clubs and groups. 
The Members Portal is a source of ‘One-stop Shopping’ for our 
members. Items can be purchased, memberships can be issued 
or renewed, donations can be made, interesting programs can be 
purchased (some are even free) using credit cards, e-checks, and 
PayPal.

 Julie Covington, AHS President, mentions that “beginning with 
the spring 2012 issue, you will be able to view the Daylily Journal 
online at the Portal. The pages are viewable in a Pdf ‘Book format,’ 
and you can also zoom in on pictures and articles on each page. 
Under the ‘Daylily Journal’ tab will be a complete page of archived 
items reprinted from past Journals and you can suggest other ar-
ticles you’d like to see added.

 Several other changes have been made to the front page. We 
are featuring different members on the left rail, and hope to do that 
more frequently in 2012. Be sure to look under the ‘Contact Us’ tab, 
where you can find a link to a leader of all AHS sponsored robins 
and other ‘go to’ people, as well as contact information for the Por-
tal leaders, AHS officers, Staff and Special Chair contacts. Another 
new tab is called ‘Administrative Files.’ While this contains AHS and 
Regional files, this page is not intended for Regional and National 
officers only, as we wish to keep the working of this organization 
transparent for all of our members. One feature on the page is called 
‘Regional Offices at a Glance.’ Anyone who is asked to accept a 
position as a Regional Officer or Liaison can check these pages and 
quickly find out what is involved in the job!

 The direct link to the Portal is http://www.daylilynetwork.org. An-
other way is to go to the AHS website (www.daylilies.org) and then, 
click on the AHS Home page. When that appears, look on the left 
hand side and click on AHS Members Portal.

 Next column Julie Covington along with MaryAnn Pruden, Portal 
community Manager, will discuss in more details about HOW to ac-
cess the Portal including how to find your password (which I’ve had 
many questions about). Also check out the excellent Portal article in 
the 2012 Spring Journal written by Sandy Holmes.

 If you have any comments about the WHY we have the portal and 
the information that Julie and Mary have given here, please email me 
and I’ll include that in the next column….email me at Ombudsman@
daylilies.org . I’m hoping to hear from you, either with your positive 
comments about the Portal or further concerns you’d like to discuss 
concerning this subject.

Ask The Ombudsman
By Donna Peck – AHS Ombudsman, with comments from Julie Covington and Mary Collier Fisher
Part One – Why do we need the For Members Only Portal?

Photo by Greg Crane
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New Daylily Business in Trenton, FL 
Daylilies Buy George, LLC
by Jerome Ridaught

Grandchildren give so much flavor and 
joy to life and in our case, every one 

of them is perfect.  I am pleased to have 
the opportunity to brag on our youngest 
grandson, Matthew Ridaught George.  
He is the fourth son of Hallie and Denny 
George, our daughter and son-in-law.   

 Matthew is 15 years old and in the 9th 
grade at Trenton High School. He started 
working with me when his family moved 
to Trenton, FL. in 2007. He really took 
an interest in daylilies and I helped him 
start his own daylily bed in his backyard. 
Matthew is an excellent student of all 
aspects of growing and selling daylilies. He 
quickly learned that most good things take 
hard work and he worked hard to develop 
his daylily garden. After a year or so he 
expanded his small but growing business 
and sold daylilies by word of mouth to 
neighbors and people he knew at school 
and church. Three years from the time he 
planted his first bed he expanded the gar-
den and now has nine 5’ X 20’ raised beds 
and 125 recently registered cultivars. He 
is already planning to add more beds and 
more cultivars.

 Matthew is in FFA (Future Farmers of 
America) and he participated in the sub-
district ornamental horticulture demon-
stration during his 8th grade year. He 
demonstrated how to transplant daylilies 
and received 2nd place in the produc-
tion category.  He then moved on to the 
state level held at the University of Florida 
and received fourth place. He is looking 
forward to the 2012 competition. He will 
use all aspects of his daylily farm and busi-
ness in many areas of FFA during his high 
school years.

 This summer after doing well with the 
FFA competition, Matthew decided that 
he wanted to do more with his business 
and his grandmother helped him develop 
a printed catalog and a website, http://
www.dayliliesbuygeorge.com, so he could 
sell daylilies to a larger customer base. 
She helped him set up a perpetural inven-
tory and invoice system very similar to the 
one Ridaught Daylily Farm uses.  

Matthew designed the logo for Daylilies 
Buy George, LLC, and is always there  car-
ing for the plants. I helped him by teaching 
him good business practices, horticulture 
and transplanting methods and shipping 
procedures. Ridaught Daylily Farm also 
provided him with some excellent daylily 
stock.  

 His mom and dad helped him get the 
business licensed, set up and the farm in-
spected. Matthew’s dad helped him install 
a sprinkler system and developed a spray-
ing schedule.  Matthew has three broth-
ers. Two are still at home and they help 
with farm labor when they have time away 
from their college studies.  The project is 
a family affair.  Matthew’s promise to his 
customers is, “I will try my very best to de-
liver healthy plants. If you have any prob-
lems with your order I will do everything 
possible to make your order satisfactory. 
I look forward to your business and your 
help in making this business prosperous. I 
have worked to replicate all conditions of 
my Grandparents farm.” 
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Open gardens all day on Friday, Saturday and Sunday: 

 Art Gallery Gardens, Luddy and Rachel Lambertson
 Cross Border Daylilies, John Peat
 Floyd Cove Nursery, Guy & Karen Pierce
 Kinnebrew Daylily Gardens, John Kinnebrew
 Ladybug Nursery, Dan Hansen
 Ledgewood Gardens, Gunda & Tony Abajian
 Le Petit Jardin, Ted and Susan Petit
 Nicole’s Daylilies, Nicole and Dave DeVito
 Pete Harry Daylilies (formerly Frank Smith), Pete Harry
 Reilly Daylily Gardens, Phil and Pina Reilly
 Rollingwood Gardens, Jeff and Elizabeth Salter
 Water Mill Gardens, Dan and Jane Trimmer

It’s free! -  Meet the Hybridizers!

Thursday, May 17, 2012
• Beginning at 6:00 p.m.: Ladybug’s Annual Southern BBQ hosted by Dan Hansen Ladybug Daylilies

Friday, May 18, 2012
• Beginning at 8:30 a.m.: Champagne Brunch hosted by Ted and Susan Petit’s Le Petit Jardin
• Nearby open gardens with light refreshments: Rollingwood Gardens and Cross Border Daylilies
• Beginning at 6:00 p.m.: Friday Evening Ice Cream Social and plant auction at the Deltona Community Center, 890 Lakeshore
  Dr., Deltona, FLa.

Saturday, May 19, 2012
• Beginning at 8:30 a.m.: Third Annual Breakfast in the Garden at Nicole’s Daylilies
• Nearby open gardens and light refreshments: Water Mill Gardens, Pete Harry Daylilies, Art Gallery Gardens, Reilly Daylily 
  Gardens, Ladybug Nursery, Ledgewood Gardens, Kinnebrew Daylilies, Floyd Cove Nursery.

Sunday, May 20, 2012
• All gardens will be open for additional visits.

Experience the ultimate peak bloom!

 For more information contact:
Nicole Harry-DeVito

(407) 703-4554

Daylily Mecca
 

You’re invited!
May 18 - 20, 2012

A cluster of Daylily Gardens in North Central Florida 
that many people visit or hope to visit, especially 

during peak bloom when special events are held to celebrate the blooms.
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NORTH FLORIDA DAYLILY SOCIETY HOSTS
Region 12 Spring Regional Meeting

April 28, 2012
Schedule of Events

Headquarters: Holiday Inn, 620 Wells Rd., Orange Park, FL  32073

Hotel Rate: $79.00 Contact hotel for reservations. 904-562-7400

Friday, April 27:  3 PM - 6 PM: Registration at Holiday Inn
 3 PM - Closing: Silent Auction (benefits NFDS)

Saturday April 28:  7AM - Noon: Registration at Holiday Inn
 7AM - 4 PM: Silent Auction (benefits NFDS)
 8AM - 1PM: OPEN GARDENS: (No Bus, so drive yourself)

  Goodell, Curtis & Diane
  1729 Coulee Ave Jacksonville Fl 32210

  Olschner, Evelyn
  4438 Deep River Way E Jacksonville, FL 32224

  Sewell, Floyd & Hilda
  1831 Ocean Dr S Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

  Wensell, Ray & Terri
  1900 St. George Court Middleburg, FL 32068

 11 AM: Garden Judges Workshop II at Wensell Garden

 2 PM: Exhibition & Garden Judges Clinics/Workshops

 6 PM: Social Time

 6:30 PM:  Banquet + Business Meeting: Ray Wensell, RP
  Jo & Wayne Taunton, Country Lane Daylilies
  Plant Auction (benefits Region 12)

Region 12 Spring Meeting 2012 - Jacksonville, FL - October 1, 2011
Return this form:
Name(s)

Address:

Phone: e-mail

Registration Fee: $40.00 Each / $50.00 after April 10 - Youth free under 18 with parent

Check Payable to:  NFDS (North Florida Daylily Society) for $__________total

Mail Check to: Bob Reese, 9711 Beauclerc Terrace, Jacksonville, FL  32257

Clinic/Workshop:  $5 - pay at door

Please indicate the total number attending clinics: 

  Exhibition Judges Clinic I  Clinic II Clinic III

 Garden Judges Workshop I II

Jo & Wayne Taunton

Youth Group Contest 
on the

AHS Membership Portal
https://daylilies.site-ym.com 

Contest runs from 
April 1 to July 31, 2012 

 Every month there will be a drawing 
for a daylily donated by a member of the 
AHS Youth Committee. 

 At the end of the contest, there will 
be a grand prize drawing for a new daylily 
from MN hybridizer, Karol Emmerich. 

 To qualify for the monthly drawing, 
perform the monthly required tasks. 

 To qualify for the grand prize drawing, 
perform the monthly required tasks, 
every month, during the contest’s four 
month period. 

 Required tasks must be performed 
within the youth group on the portal: 

 Each of these tasks must be done at 
least once a month. 

1. Upload a photo. (Add a photo to the 
group album or your personal album.) 

2. Post to a forum. (Write a message or 
start a new topic.) 

3. Post to the wall. (Write a message 
longer then two words.) 

 Bonus task, for qualifying contestants, 
gives you an extra chance in the grand 
prize drawing: 

Add or change something in your 
profile, one time, during the contest’s 
four month period. 

 Official rules are posted on the portal. 
For questions or assistance, contact the 
Youth Chairperson. 

Refer to your AHS membership card, 
included with the Spring 2011 Daylily 
Journal, for portal sign on information.

VISIT
THE PORTAL

TO WIN 
DAYLILIES!
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Cottage Garden 
By Hilda Sewell 

Eclectic.  Oh, how we love that word!  It 
allows us to have a little bit of this; a little 

bit of that; throw it all together in a cottage 
garden and pretend it was all planned 
that way by calling it eclectic instead of a 
hodge-podge.

 I grew up farming and always loved 
gardening – a favorite memory is sitting 
with Mama on a quilt spread out among 
a gazillion periwinkles (we called them 
pennywinkles) that had popped up after 
spring rains.

 Floyd was a city boy whose love of 
gardening grew over the years and when 
he recently retired, he jumped right in and 
completed the Master Gardener Program 
through the University of Florida (and he’s 
an FSU grad!!) 

 Floyd serves as Exhibition Judges 
Liaison for Region 12 while Hilda is 

Recording Secretary for the North Florida 
Daylily Society club.

 We’ve been growing and drooling over 
daylilies for years and we invite you to join 
us in the garden – we’ll have a visit and 
maybe you can tell us where we can add 
just one more thing in the garden without 

crossing the line into tacky – or is it too 
late?

Floyd & Hilda Sewell
1831 Ocean Dr. S.
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
904-246-6422

As with most people we got started in 
Daylilies by accident when Terri came 

home with two pots of plants with blooms.  
The daylily was H. Rosie Meyer and she 
has a great bloom. Then came H. Jungle 
Princess Lullaby Baby. This lead to joining 
the local club to learn how to take care of 
these few plants.  In going to this first Club 
Meeting we received two gift plants for 
coming to the meeting.  Then came a visit 
to Dave Talbots Garden!!  We were done.

 We have been growing Daylilies for 11 
or 12 years. At this time we have around 
400 different registered plants.  With some 
seedlings that we have been playing with.  
We have registered two new plants. Last 
spring we had hope of showing several of 
our new seedlings, but the deer found our 
seedling beds and ate all the blooms and 
buds which left us with no seedling blooms 
for the show.  This is the first time we have 
lost blooms to the deer. We had tried spray-
ing Deer Chase and several other items 
with little or no luck. But I have found deer 
do not like the smell of the Green Edge 

Ray & Terri Wensell’s Garden

Fertilizer, so we keep Green Edge on our 
seedling beds.
 We look forward to having you visit our 

garden this year at The Spring Regional 
here in Orange Park. 



12

When Greg Crane asked me to write a 
piece for the newsletter about “Chickens 
and Daylilies” I was, frankly, stumped. I’m 
a part-time blogger, and I’ve written about 
our chickens, and I’ve written about our 
daylilies on www.cari-daway.blogspot.
com. But I never really thought about 
“Chickens AND Daylilies.” A few weeks 
were spent with this concept rolling around 
in my mind, and more than a few attempts 
at writing that were actually spent looking 
at a blank screen and a blinking cursor. I 
asked the Facebook universe for ideas. 
My friend Timi said she understood my 
block by equating her being asked to write 
about her jeep and her dogs: two things 
she loves but don’t really intersect.
 One of our daylily club friends, Kyle Pier-
son, said that the feathers of the chickens 
could be like the colors in daylilies, or that 
going out to see the flowers in the morning 
is like looking for eggs. All are valid points. 
But nothing really lit my literary pilot light. 
I flirted briefly with the comparison of my 
hobby of collecting lists of potential chicken 
names (such as Magdalena Van der Flock-
en) with some daylily enthusiasts’ hobby 
of collecting lists of potential daylily names 
(I know you’re out there. Terri Jones can’t 
be the only one who does this!) Then it hit 
me: Poop! Yes, poop. Not literally, thank 

goodness. Put a pin in 
that thought, we’ll return 
to it in a few minutes.
I realized that the chickens were 
an integral part of the mini eco-system 
we’ve created in our little neighborhood 
city lot. My husband and I both have green 
thumbs. I also have a passion for healthy 
organic food and a clean environment that 
borders on the obsessive (and occasion-
ally annoying.) These qualities combined a 
few years ago into a 10-tower hydroponic 
garden, a square-foot garden for my kitch-
en herbs and natural pest control aphid-
trapping bed, a worm composter and 
traditional compost bin, and our chickens: 
Phyllis, Pearl and Francine. We also grow 
about 150 daylily cultivars. Small potatoes 
in the daylily world, but when you consider 
how tiny our house and lot is, that’s about 
all we have room for. I believe that in the 
chemical sense, one should impact the 
earth as little as possible, but while doing 
that impacting, one should get as much 

out of it as one can in 
the space allotted.

 In the hydroponic gar-
den, we grow enough produce 

to feed ourselves, the chickens, the 
neighbors, my Pilates instructor, the girls 
at the local tea shop and sometimes our 
friends, family and co-workers. The catnip 
grows especially well, as do tomatoes, 
Swiss chard, onions, carrots, basil, snow 
peas, broccoli, cabbage, cucumbers, 
beans and many other things. The ability 
to grow 6 times the produce in the same 
space as conventional gardening appeals 
to me, as does the ability to do it without 
chemical pesticides, fertilizers or fungi-
cides that leach into the water table or 
harm wildlife. The only real challenge we 
had was squirrels. Eventually Jay caged in 
the entire structure with chicken wire, and 
that has kept out the squirrels, but contin-
ues to let in a tiny field mouse with whom 
we’ve agreed to share. He doesn’t eat as 
much as a dozen squirrels do, so it seems 
like a good balance. And the structure only 
looks a little bit like a prison camp….. but 
I digress.
 Two years ago, Jay and I decided to get 
chickens. He spent about two months of
weekends and a spring break building a 
really nice coop. He is especially proud of 
its door. In April of 2010 we brought home 
Babette, (who later grew into Bobette and 
had to go back to the farm) Sylvia, Pearl 
and Phyllis. Sylvia has since passed away, 
but Francine recently joined our flock. Dur-
ing the construction of the coop, Jay had 
dug up and potted all the daylilies so he’d 
have room to work without having to worry 
about tromping all over them in his many 
trips back and forth across the yard. When 
the coop was finished, he built two big (for 
our yard, about 8’ x 8’) raised beds about 
18” high, to put all the daylilies back into. 
Here’s where the poop comes in. I told you 
we’d get back to that.

Continued on page 15

Francine

Work Crew
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Minutes from 
Region 12
Fall Business Meeting
October 1, 2011

Future Region 12 Meetings:
 Spring 2012 North Florida Daylily Society

 Fall 2012 Bay Area Daylily Society 

 Spring 2013 Bay Area Daylily Society

 Fall 2013 TBD

The fall 2011 Region 12 meeting was held on October 1st at the 
Holiday Inn in Orange Park, Florida.

Ray Wensell, President called the meeting to order. The minutes 
of the Spring 2011 meeting were approved as published in “The 
Daylilian”. The Treasurer’s Report from Mark Headley was read.

Beginning balance of $25,896.42. CD interest Income of 
$15.71, disbursements of $2191.15, for an ending balance of 
$23,721.45.

RVP Bob Martin gave the 2011 Awards and Honors report:

 Region 12 Service Award: Jerome Ridaught

 Eugene S. Foster Award: 
 Jane Trimmer for “Micro Chip”

 Honorable Mentions:

 Frank Smith for “Bluegrass Music” “Fame”,
 “Princess Diana”, President Ronald Reagan”
 “Mary Alice” and “Goldenzelle”

 John Kinnebrew Jr. for “SC White Chocolate”
 “SC Fringe Benefit”, “SC Blood Diamond”
 “Randy Stephens’ and “Black Velvet Baby”

 Dan Trinner for “Across the Galaxy”, “Jamaican Love”,
 “Pineapple Moon”, “Priscilla’s Smile”
 “Santa’s Little Helper” and “Spanish Fiesta”

 Connie Fleishel for “Dixieland Band”

 Bill Munson for “Etosha”

Munson Bed winners from the 2011 Spring Regional were:  
 C.J. And Virginia Gregory,  
 winning both 1st and 2nd place prizes.

Popularity Poll winner was “King Kahuna”

Second place winners were “Marks Bouquet” and “SC Sea-
shells”

Forth place winners were “Curious George” and “Elva White Grow” 
Sixth place was “Crystal Blue Persuasion”.

Region 12 participation was 19.56% with 54 votes. We need to 
encourage ALL Region 12 AHS members to vote next summer.

President Ray Wensell said that at this time we do not have a club 
offering to hold the Fall 2012 meeting. Members need to discuss 
and decide if we should continure to hold two meetings a year, or 
drop down to only one.

Meeting was adjourned, and turned over to the speakers, Charles 
and Heidi Douglas of Browns Ferry Gardens, in Georgetown, 
S.C.

Kay Smith, Secretary for Region 12

Treasurer’s Report
Mark Headley, Plant City, FL

Beginning Sept 26, 2011
Checking: General $12,925.81
CD $10,798.11
Savings $10.00
Total: $23,733.92

Receipts:
Fall Regional Auction 2011 $1,845.00
AHS Publications Refund $548.25
CD Interest Income $29.22
Total Receipts: $2,422.47

Disbursements:
Regional Guest Speaker Room Charge $159.05
Website Maintenance $172.45
AHS Insurance $69.00
Newsletter Expenses $1,258.72
Bank Fee $15.00
Total Disbursements $1,674.22

Balance as of Sept 26, 2011
Checking: General $13,644.84
CD $10,827.33
Savings $10.00
Total Funds $24,482.17



14

Across The Universe Ed Brown Night Cast
Affair D’Amour Elva White Grow Orange Velvet
Alien Invader English Witch Orlando Truffle
All About Eve Fairy Firecracker Osterized
American Freedom Feliz Navidad Over The Line
Amethyst Reflections Fins To The Left Peacock Maiden
Appsian Rhapsody Firefly Frenzy Port At Sunset
Bali Watercolor Forbidden Fantasy Premier Surprise
Bela Lugosi Frilly Bliss Rachael My Love
Bella Sera Fun At The Fair Rapid Eye Movement
Belle Cook Geneva Rockin Robin Rodeo Girl
Big Kiss Hold Your Horses Rosabelle Van Falkenburgh
Bill Norris Jason Salter Ruby Spider
Bill Vojir Jerry Nettles Sabine Baur
Born To Run Keep On Laughing Samar Star Fire
Breakfast Delight King Kahuna Santa’s Little Helper
California Sunshine Lady Neva Sara Martin
Catcher In The Eye Lake Norman Sunset Scouts Honor
Champagne Elegance Laughing Feather Shores Of Time
Christina Cook Lava Flow Silver Run
Christine Dixon Layers Of Gold So Many Stars
Course Of Action Ledgewoods Silver Lining Spacecoast Behavior Pattern
Courting Trouble Lemonberry Truffle Spacecoast Sea Shells
Crows Feet Madeline Nettles Eyes Spacecoast Gold Bonanza
Crystal Blue Persuasion Magnificent Hummingbird Spacecoast Tiny Perfection
Curious George Marks Bouquet Storm Damage
Dandy Dwarf Mary Ethel Anderson Sunday Sandals
Dark Music Maryzell Thin Man
Dark Wonder Melvin Wayne Johnson Tooth
Dixie Highway Micro Dots Tropical Pleasure
Dorothy And Toto Midnight Magic Tropical Seashell
Dragon Knife Midnight Raider Vermell Livingston

Write in Votes:
(up to Five)

2012 Region 12 Popularity Poll
Vote for 10. Mail to Bob Martin 1636 Sunset Ave. Orange City FL 32763

1st equal - Magnificent Hummingbird with 11 points.
1st equal - Marks Bouquet with 11 points.
3rd - Spacecoast Seashells with 10 points.
4th - Witches Wink with 9 points.

5th tied - Curious George with 8 points
5th tied - King Kahuna with 8 points
5th tied - Spacecoast Gold Bonanza with 8 points.

RESULTS OF LAST YEARS POPULARITY POLL FOR REGION 12
345 votes cast for 75 different cultivars, an increase of 14% over last year.
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The judges’ handbook update/revision 
has been approved and is now on the 

website http://www.daylilies.org. Go to the 
welcome panel on the left side and click 
on both Judges Exhibition and Judges 
Garden to copy each in a .pdf format. Ex-
hibition is 81 pages and Garden is 31. You 
will need both. If possible use 33# Bright 
white paper so that when you underline 
with colors, it will not bleed through to the 
next page. I found at FedEx Office copy 
center. 
 It is imperative that all Region 12 mem-
bers understand that ALL previous copies 
of the handbook are obsolete and cannot 
be used anymore. Further, there are sig-
nificant changes in the handbook and in 
the judging process for 2012. 

 We – and let there be no doubt that when 
I say “we” it is all “Jay” - filled the beds with 
compost and bagged oak leaves we lib-
erated from lawns and curbsides all over 
South Tampa. But what really got the beds 
ready for replanting for the daylilies were 
the chickens. We finally got brave enough 
to let our very spoiled, indulged, coddled 
and generally over-protected city chickens 
out of the coop to free-range every after-
noon (supervised closely, of course.) Jay 
tossed sunflower seeds up into the empty 
beds and the girls hopped in and started 
turning over the soil and, well, pooping. 
Poop = fertilizer = daylilies. Happy daylil-
ies. 2011 was our best daylily season ever. 
The sunflower seeds in one of the beds 
did not get eaten as much as the other, 
so at one point we had a bed full of giant 
sunflowers with happy daylilies growing in 
their shade. When it became time to cut 
down all the sunflowers to give the daylil-
ies room to grow, I dried the heads and 
gave them to the chickens. Poop = fertil-
izer = sunflowers = chicken treats = eggs 
+ poop.
 Every morning, Jay takes organic brown 
rice mixed with organic yogurt out to “the
girls,” and in bloom season he dead-
heads the daylilies and chucks them into 
the chicken coop along with some Swiss 
chard, field-mouse-chewed tomatoes, or 

carrot tops from the hydroponic garden. 
Since we don’t ever spray any dangerous 
chemicals in our daylilies or in our hydro-
ponic garden plants, we can safely feed 
them to the chickens. Poop = fertilizer = 
daylilies + hydroponic vegetables = chick-
en treats = eggs + poop.
Since we have the chickens, and be-
cause I’m pretty militant about not spray-
ing chemicals all over the yard that my 
chickens and invited wildlife and benefi-
cial insects frequent, we do occasionally 
have to deal with uninvited guests such 
as aphids or sooty mold in the veggies 
that are in the squash family. This is where 
the worm composting and square foot 
garden comes in. Worm tea is a great 
anti-bacterial and insecticide that is safe 
to use in the garden. Gaura lindheimeri 
‘Whirling Butterflies’ is an aphid magnet. 
We plant it in a small square foot bed in 
relative close proximity to other plants that 
are aphid candy like daylilies or hibiscus, 
and the aphids glom onto the stems of the 
Guara and tend to stay off the plant we 
actually care about. Jay calls the stems 
“Aphid Popcicles” because I cut them off 
when they’re loaded up with aphids and 
feed them to the chickens. In the past, I’ve 
brought in ladybugs to then eat the aphids, 
but for the last couple of years, I just let 
the chickens eat them. If the aphids wipe 
out the Guara it’s not a big loss since they 
reseed like crazy, and are only $3 at the 
garden center. They’re cute, too. Worm 
tea + castings = Guara = aphid magnet = 
chicken treats = eggs + poop.

I bet you’re wondering now “What does 
she do with all that poop?” We make com-
post, of course. And the cycle continues. 
We can use the compost to top dress the 
daylily beds, and the butterfly garden, as 
well as supplement the Guara and my 
kitchen herb garden. The compost bin 
is located next to the door that opens to 
clean out the henhouse, so I just have 
to scoop, turn and dump. Of course the 
garden and kitchen produce waste that 
doesn’t get fed to the worms or the chick-
ens goes into the pile, as well as eggshells 
and tea leaves we pick up from a local 
tea shop and coffee grounds we get from 
Whole Foods. It’s also located next to the 
fence by the neighbor’s yard, so they toss 
their kitchen waste into it as well.
Our chickens give us enjoyment every day, 
along with the eggs and poop we use to 
keep our daylilies growing. Our daylilies 
give us enjoyment every day during bloom 
season, and are good treats for the chick-
ens. They do look a little like bloody dino-
saurs when they dig into a deadheaded 
blossom from a red cultivar, though. That 
can be a little disconcerting. They love to 
take dust baths underneath my kitchen 
herb garden, and also work diligently to 
keep down the unwelcome insect popula-
tion in the yard. We rely on our hydroponic 
farm to feed the chickens, and ourselves 
and compost whatever we can in order to 
keep the cycle going. So there you have 
it. Chicken poop is the substance which 
binds our (sub)Urban eco-system together.

Continued from page 12

AHS DAYLILY EXHIBITIONS HANDBOOK FOR 2012
 Three main highlights: 
 1. The Bole Medal is no longer award-
ed, and all mention of it has been deleted 
from the handbook. 
(Our own Region 12 Dan Stateler won both 
The Gold-15 scapes scoring 90+ and the 
Silver Bole Award-8 scapes scoring 90+). 
 2. There is a new form (Sculpted, with 
sub forms of pleated, cris t ate and relief). 
The AHS website has wonderful power 
point for showing slides and examples of 
the new form. We will be having Judges 
training in both Clinic 1 and III this April. 
With only two exceptions, sculpted forms 
will not be placed with doubles in the 
show (the exceptions are registered both 
as sculpted and as doubles). Instead, they 
will be placed in the size-appropriate show 
category and exhibited as singles (which 

they are). 
 3. Lastly -  Judges, Show Chairs, and 
Exhibitors should become familiar with, 
and to use the new AHS tools. 
 Also pages 77-81: 
Figure 9: point scoring guidelines for 
registered cultivars and for seedlings. (The 
“seedling distinction checklist” shown as 
Figure 12 in the handbook, should be 
used to assess the distinction portion of 
the guidelines.) 
 Judges chairs at shows are supposed to 
hand out these guidelines and the check-
list for judges to use on the floor. Judges 
need to print in advance and study, leaving 
nothing to chance. 

Floyd Sewell 
AHS Region 12 Exhibition Judges 

Liaison & Instructor 
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Bay Area Daylily Society
CLUBREPORTS

The Bay Area Daylily Society held its first Executive Board 
Meeting in August to plan for the 2011-2012 Season. It was 
nice to see everyone back from the summer break, and 
to start brainstorming ideas for the coming months. We’re 
happy and proud to report that our President, Jay Jarman, 
not only finished his PhD from USF and is now “Dr. Jay,” but 
his recovery from surgery to remove a massive pituitary tumor 
in July is coming along very well. We’re all so proud of him to 
have completed his PhD under such stressful and extenuating 
circumstances.

 Our first meeting was held in September at June’s Orchid 
Estate in Thonotosassa. We had a wonderful turn out, with 
many of our members also bringing along friends and guests. 
It is a fabulous location for a meeting, with several green-
houses of orchids as well as an impressive display area with a 
massive ‘tree’ covered in orchids of all types.

After a tour and a mini-workshop for those interested in how to 
repot an orchid, we sat under the cool covered porch and had 
our meeting and ate our sack lunches. This was the second 
time our club visited, and I am sure it won’t be the last. If you 
are interested in the venue, check them out at their website:
http://stores.junesorchidestate.com/StoreFront.bok

 In lieu of an October Meeting, several of our members trav-
eled to the Fall Regional Meeting hosted by the North Florida 
Daylily Society.

 November brought us the opportunity for us to join the 
Central Florida Daylily Society at their meeting in the Orlando 
Garden Club building to hear Nicole Harry DeVito speak 
about both her hybridizing program as well as her adventures 
in moving her operation and starting over again literally from 
the ground up. http://nicolesdaylilies.com/ We all enjoyed the 
slideshow, and as always were amused by the differences in 
opinion and preferences among our members regarding which 
cultivars/shapes/sizes/colors we each like the best. Afterward, 
we drove to Chevy’s on the way home for a Tex-Mex dinner.

 In December we held our annual Holiday Party at Kyle and 
Dave Pierson’s home. There was the usual “Yankee Swap” gift 
exchange, and despite a tragic loss of meatballs, a good time 
was had by all.

 January brought us a visit from Rachel and Luddy Lam-
berston, along with a stunning slideshow of daylilies as well 
as birds and Luddy’s artwork. It’s always fascinating to hear 
how hybridizers choose to focus their efforts: be it on color or 
shape or pattern. Luddy brings additional dimensions to this 
process by also incorporating his passions for art, birding and 

daylilies into a cohesive program. http://artgallerygardens.com/

 We had several guests visiting for our meeting, and each 
was given a daylily to take home. Linda Sample, winner of the 
prestigious Ophelia Taylor Horticulture Award (read about it in 
the current issue of Daylily Journal on page 60) also brought a 
door prize plant with her to share with a lucky winner. Thanks 
and Congratulations, Linda!

 February will once again bring us back together with the 
Central Florida club, following our club meeting about Green-
fest. They have graciously invited us to hear their guest speak-
er, Karol Emmerich, of Springwood Gardens in Jordan Min-
nesota. http://springwoodgardens.com/daylilies.html We’re all 
looking forward to visiting with our neighboring club friends and 
hearing Karol speak. February topics of discussion for our club 
will be planning for our major fund-raising opportunity of the 
year, Greenfest Plant Sale, hosted on the grounds of Historic 
University of Tampa. Gayle Nipper is a great chairperson for this 
event, and several of our members have given workshops and 
presentations during the two-day garden-centric extravaganza. 
This weekend is exhausting but fun, and helps us to offset the 
cost of putting on our annual show and sale in May.

We’re all looking forward to the spring, as it brings with it 
Greenfest, the Show and Sale, events at Mecca, as well as the 
annual end-of-season picnic in June and Nationals in Colum-
bus. We hope to see many of you in the coming months. In the 
meantime, you can keep up with club news via Jay’s emails, 
our website: www.bads.us, on our Facebook Page: Bay Area 
Daylily Society, and on our blogs. Vice President Greg Crane’s 
blog is: http://thedaylilycrane.blogspot.com/ and mine is: 
http://caridaway.blogspot.com/

 Greg’s is more dedicated to daylilies, while mine is more 
focused generally on being earth-friendly, but I also have 
numerous posts about our daylily garden as well.

Respectfully Submitted,

Cari (Mrs. Dr. Jay) Jarman

Photos by Greg Crane
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Tallahassee Daylily Society
The Tallahassee Daylily Society is growing again.  The thirteen 

new members garnered at our May 2011 daylily floral dis-
play have infused the meetings with new enthusiasm.  Speak-
ers so far have included our own Randy Fleming of Dragons 
Mead Garden, Wayne and Jo Taunton of Country Lane 
Gardens and Larry Grace of Graceland Gardens.  The Febru-
ary meeting speakers are Dan and Jane Trimmer of Watermill 
Gardens and the March meeting will feature Ludlow Lambert-
son of Art Gallery Gardens.

 The November holiday party was a lot of fun with a Dirty 
Santa drawing highlighting the festivities.  Our third daylily floral 
display will be held at Dorothy Oven Park on May 12, 2012.  
Our hope is to be able to sponsor an AHS accredited show at 

sometime in the future.  Right now our emphasis is on growing 
our membership and informing the public about the modern 
daylily.

 In December we lost our club secretary.  Bettye Gilmore was 
full of ideas and a cheerful member of the club.  She will be 
sorely missed.  

 The club website, www.thsgardens.org, is being revised.  
However, you can see the schedule of events for the year as 
well as get info on meeting times and location.  We hope you 
will visit us soon.  We promise you a warm welcome and a fun 
time.

Submitted by

Central Florida Daylily Society
Although it took some getting used to, club members now 

voice their whole-hearted approval of the new meeting 
place at The Orlando Garden Club Building. It is now apparent 
that the extra space allows us to invite guests and visitors and 
accommodate them comfortably.

 Fall sessions included presentations from local hybridizers 
C.J. and Virginia Gregory and Nicole DeVito. Our Decem-
ber “Chanukwanzamas” (there! I’ve hit everyone and remain 
triumphantly politically correct!) was great fun and conducive to 
visiting and eating too much.

 Many of our club members have expressed interest in pro-
grams that concern gardening but do not necessarily involve 
daylilies only. In that vein, our V.P., Nicole DeVito arranged for 
a presentation by Jean Vasicek, a local beekeeper and honey 
purveyor from Winter Park, who spoke of hive collapse, Afri-
canized bees and the medicinal properties of honey.

 On Feb. 19, 2012 our guest speaker will be Karol Emmerich 
of Jordan, Minnesota to discuss her journey to daylilies and 
her current hybridizing goals.

 She will be followed on March 18, 2012 by Jo and Wayne 
Taunton, owners of Country Lane Daylilies in Sparks, Georgia.

 April and May will be taken up by preparations for our yearly 
show on May 12. The following week our local hybridizers are 
resurrecting the Daylily Mecca tradition; our club will assist by 

hosting an ice cream social and auction on May 18th at 6:00 
p.m. at the Deltona Community Center on Lakeshore Dr., 
Deltona. Please check out the Mecca events at www.dayli-
lymecca.com.

 Two remaining notes of interest:

 We are delighted that members of BADS have joined us on 
two occasions to enjoy speakers. We hope this tradition will 
continue.

 Last, but certainly not least, heartfelt applause and appre-
ciation for our past president, Bob Martin. Bob has served in 
several capacities for Region 12 and has now been tapped to 
be the CFO of AHS. We could not be more pleased that one 
of our own has been recognized. We wish him well and every 
success.

 Phill Marth, President
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Pensacola Daylily Club
Our club year started in September with our “get everything 

in order” business meeting. Our club has an awards pro-
gram where members can earn “club dollars” for participating 
in various functions such as our plant sales and daylily show 
or they can earn dollars for donating daylilies for door prizes or 
auctions, being an AHS member, growing off our club plants, 
and various other things. These club dollars are then tallied at 
our September meeting and the members can spend them 
on our club auction we hold at our October and/or November 
meeting. The daylilies that are auctioned off are new collec-
tions we purchase the previous Feb. or March. This is just a 
small way to reward our members for a job well done.

 The October and November meetings are usually taken 
up by our club auction. In December we held our Christmas 
dinner which was at the Coach-N-Four steakhouse; we had a 
record turnout of spouses joining us. We voted on the collec-
tion we will purchase for the following years club auction and 
we gave away tons of door prizes donated by Miss “T” Morris, 
our Treasurer. Everyone had a great time.

 January we had Fred and Kathleen Manning from Daylily 
Place, Lillian, AL as our speaker. He showed us a slideshow 
of his current introductions and his beautiful seedlings and 
explained how he gets from seed to bloom in less than a year. 
Everyone was in awe of one seedling in particular which is a 
Sculpted Pleated Cristate form. He brought some wonderful 
plants to be auctioned off.

 February our guest speaker was Larry and Cindy Grace 
from Graceland Gardens, Newton, AL. Larry showed us his 

beautiful new introductions and the direction he is going with 
his seedlings. He showed us some of his bridge plants and ex-
plained why he uses these to get to where he wants to go with 
his program. He also showed us some of the conversion work 
he’s doing. Lots of teeth, lots of green, and lots of patterns; just 
gorgeous!!!!!

 March 12th we will have Sharon Price from Vernon, AL as 
our speaker.

 April 9th Terah and Jesse George from JTM Gardens, Jasper, 
AL will be joining us and doing a presentation.

 May 14th is when we will have our grooming clinic to get 
ready for our show May 20th. John and Nancy Faulk from Hem 
Haven Daylily Nursery, Fairhope, AL will be showing us what 
we need to do to get our daylilies ready to be judged. There will 
also be a slide presentation on the “Shapes of Distinction” The 
newest forms of the daylily to show our members the sculpted 
form and the three sub-groups.

 For June, we are tossing around the idea of a club picnic in 
someone’s garden. It will be our “Pop Poll Party” and we will 
have a potluck lunch with a tour of the garden.

 If anyone is in the area during one of our meetings we would 
be more than happy to have you join us. We hold our meet-
ings the 2nd Monday each month at 6:30 pm at the Pensacola 
Garden Center café, 1850 N 9th Ave, Pensacola, Florida 32503

Submitted by

North Florida Daylily Society

At this time we are in the middle of getting our Gardens ready 
for the Spring Regional Meeting at the end of April.  Until 

Sunday night Feb. 12, a couple of the Tour Gardens we were 
in very good condition.  But a Monday morring of 20 degrees 
has left the plants looking very sad.  Our long range weather 
looks like we may not have any more cold weather.  Lets hope 
so, that way we will be in good shape for Spring Regional.

 We have had another member of our club come down with 
health issues, and at this time is not doing well.  Ms Estella 
Burris is in the Health care system and will not be able to at-
tend the meeting.

 January meeting we had a program by Keith Lunsford on 
what we should be doing for our plants at this time to insure 
strong plants when it comes to bloom time. 

  The February program was presented by Brent Burke of 
Welty Inc.  This was one of the info programs on Smart Water-
ing.  A guide to Water Conservation for Landscape Irrigation.  
Brent was talking more on the line of drip and low volume 
watering,  which will meet the new state requirements for 
watering.

 In March we will have Nicole of Nicoles Daylilies giving our 
program and we always look forward to seeing Nicole.  She 
always has so much info to give and always has such drive 
and passion for what she brings to a club meeting.

Ray Wensell
NFDS President

Photo by Greg Crane
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Region 12 Daylily Clubs

Bay Area Daylily Society
Jay Jarmon, President
Meets September – May
for more information go to our 
website at bads.us

Central Florida Daylily Society
Virginia Gregory, President
3801 Pelican Lane
Orlando, FL 32803
407-896-9232
Meets 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. on the first 
Sunday of each month at the Orlando 
Garden Club, 710 E. Rollins St. Orlando

North Florida Daylily Society
Ray Wensell, President
1900 St. George Ct.
Middleburg, FL 32068
904-215-9457 
rtcritter1@bellsouth.net
Meets September – June
Call for location and time

Pensacola Daylily Club
Suzi Matteson, President
1663 Lahaina Ct
Gulf Breeze, FL 32563
(850) 587-2880
Meets October – June
Call for location and time

Hemerocallis Society 
of DeFuniak Springs
Carl Henderson, President
Meets January – April  

Suwannee Valley 
Hemerocallis Society
Ottis Houston, President
2147 SW State Road 47
Lake City, FL 32025
386-752-4654
Meets September – June on the 3rd 
Sunday of the month at 2:00 PM at the 
Columbia County Public Library, 490 N 
Columbia St, Lake City

Tallahassee Daylily Society
Randy Fleming, President
9341 N. Holland Rd.
Panama City, FL 32409
850-271-9431
Meets September – April 
(except December)
Call for location and time
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