American Hemerocallis Society Region 12

Florida Daylily News
SPRING 2015

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1

New Look—New Name
What’s in a
name?
Sometimes
everything.

The
Daylilian
was a
publication
beautifully
designed and
produced —
a magazine format that showcased
the talent of our former editor, Greg
Crane, while still being newsworthy
and informative. I know I will
treasure all my past issues, and will
refer to them time and time again.
However, as Region 12 shifts to a
focus on more innovative and costeffective ways to communicate, it
seems time to retire The Daylilian

and create a new publication, both
in look and format, that will
deliver what we need while
retaining fiscal prudence. The
result is Florida Daylily News. I
certainly hope you enjoy this
current newsletter, which is
created with the intent to deliver
more content and information,
thus making up for the missing
artistry delivered in the past.
I’d like Florida Daylily News to
be a publication “of the people, by
the people, for the people.” So,
send me your thoughts, ideas,
pictures and articles, and use this
tool to share your wealth of
knowledge with other Florida
members.

Special points of
interest:
 Ocala Starts New Local
Daylily Club
 Spring Meeting in May at
Lake City
 Facebook Page for Region 12
 Cook’s Corner
 First Year at Lilies by the Pond

— Michelle Peterson, Editor

Letter from our Region 12 President

Inside this issue:

I want to express my thanks and
appreciation to Region 12 members for
giving me this opportunity to serve you
and the Region as your Regional
President.

Director’s Corner . . . . . 2

One of the issues impacting our local
clubs as well as AHS is a decline in
membership. By the time you read this,
a meeting of club presidents and others
will have met to address best practices
being employed by our clubs to attract
and retain members. Of course,
everyone within the region is welcome
to submit their ideas on this topic at
any time and can be submitted directly
to me or to their club president.
On January 25, an organizational
meeting for the establishment of a new
daylily club in the Ocala area was held
with more than 60 in attendance. Pat
Hawk, the new president of the Ocala

club did
an
amazing
job of
generating
publicity
for the
meeting
and
getting
such a
good turnout. More than 15
individuals signed up to become
members and will now establish a
meeting site, club officers, meeting
dates, etc. Also in attendance and
presenting were our Region 12
Director, Bob Martin; Greg Goff;
Nicole DiVito; Elizabeth Salter; Jeff
Salter and Central Florida Daylily
Society President, Sara Martin.
continued on page 2 ...
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Director’s Corner
A great 2014
from every
perspective has
given way so
far to a
relatively mild
Winter season.
The daylily
beds having
been groomed
and plants are
healthy, we just
await warm
weather and scapes as we pray for no
killing frosts.
Florida Daylily News Advertising:
Full Page
Half Page
Quarter Page
Eighth Page

$100
$50
$25
$15

$15 one-time layout fee per ad
$20 fee for scanning slides / photos to
digital
The Florida Daylily News advertising
policy is the same as AHS guidelines
outlined in The Daylily Journal (see
www.daylilies.org).
Please send submissions to:
Michelle Peterson
772 NW Avens St
Port St Lucie, FL 34983
gardens4bees@gmail.com
Out –of-Region Subscriptions
$10.00 per year (two issues)
Make check payable to:
AHS Region 12
c/o Opal Howell, Treasurer
926 Rosemary Terrace
Tallahassee, FL 32303
Deadlines:
Spring Issue – February 1
Fall Issue – August 1
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed by
contributors to The Daylilian are solely those
of the individual writers and do not necessarily
reflect those of the editor, members of the board
of directors, regional officers, or the American
Hemerocallis Society, Inc. (AHS). The
Daylilian publishes paid advertisements as a
service to its members, but cannot be
responsible for the quality of plants, services,
or supplies received, nor for expressed or
implied guarantees.

The AHS also had a banner year, the years
of deficit budget are now behind us. For
the first time in my memory a balanced
budget was produced by the treasurer and
a surplus was recognized. This came much
sooner than we had imagined due to some
very resourceful people. An anonymous
donor announced a TWO for One $
donation to the AHS general fund up to
$20,000. This was generated very quickly as
your board of directors opened their check
books and then you, our members, gave
generously to this new initiative. I am
happy to report, we are now in the black.
Keep up the good work.

at $15.00 plus $5.00 shipping, or you may
want to get it through your club, at $12.00
plus $1.00 for shipping for an order of 10
or more. The book is very informative is in
11 x 8 inch format has 24 chapters and
covers everything you need to know about
growing daylilies. I had the chance to
review the book at our fall board meeting
and believe me it really is something.
Look for more publications from AHS in
the future, particularly on Doubles etc.
The place to be seen in 2015, The National
Convention in 2015 is in Atlanta GA. This
is closest it has been to you since the
Valdosta National, I hope to see many of
you there in June this year. Come along and
support your region.
Just one other important mention, I would
like to remind everyone, that if you have a
suggestion for Region 12 Service Award.
Please get it in to Regional President Gene
Perry or Awards and Honors Liaison Ray
Wensell before September 1st 2015. Please
include a write up on person concerned.

Bob Martin, Director, Region 12

Have you seen the new publication, The
Illustrated Guide To Daylilies? If not I urge
you to buy it. The price is very reasonable

Letter from our Region 12 President (continued)
I am looking forward to visiting all the
clubs in the Region within the early
months of 2015 and meeting all of you. I
am also looking forward to seeing many of
you at the Spring Regional Meeting hosted
this year by the Suwannee
Valley Daylily Society on May 22 – 23 in
Lake City. The schedule and registration
form can be found elsewhere in this issue.

In closing, I urge all of you to take an active
role in your club. Volunteer to become an
officer; participate in club shows and plant
sales; attend regional and national meetings.
Have a great growing season – see ya’ll soon.

— Gene Perry, President, Region 12
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New Daylily Club in Ocala
The "All About Daylilies" club organizing
event in Ocala, Florida, January 25, 2015 at
Ocala Public Library, attracted 60 enthusiastic
participants with hybridizers Jeff & Elizabeth
Salter, Nicole DeVito, and Greg Goff as
speakers. Gene Perry, AHS Region 12
President, and Bob Martin, Region 12
Director & Sarah Martin presented the AHS
portion of the program. Many attendees
signed up to be part of a new Ocala area club
with Pat Hawk serving as Interim president.
Mark Cook took pictures of the event and
posted them Facebook.

Planning for the event started in Fall of
2014. Getting word out was achieved via
approximately 12 free media sources
including the internet and social media. The
hybridizers were most gracious in donating
their time and bringing plants for door
prizes. Elizabeth Salter related there had
been an Ocala daylily club years ago that
faded away. Now Ocala is in a growing
Marion County market that provides new
opportunity for a daylily club.

— Pat Hawk, Club Interim President

with the area. There his cousin, Pauline
Cherry, introduced me to daylilies. My
interest in daylilies was slow at first, with
Pauline giving me some to take home.
Then, in 2006, I saw an article about
daylilies in the newspaper, along with a
picture of Linda Sample holding one of her
flowers. I joined Bay Area Daylily Society
(BADS) the same year, and my involvement
with daylilies continues to this day.
I wanted to grow more daylilies, but the
size of our yard was very small, so the
answer was a new location — to sell our
home in Brandon and transfer to a new job
and build in Lake City. The challenge — we

were surviving,
but not thriving.

Daylily Delights
My name is Carol Robinson and I am a
Daylily addict. My love of gardening initially
came from my mother, years ago. In later
years, after I married my husband, James,
we would drive to Lake City to visit his
relatives. Through the years I fell in love

“The daylilies

had 300 daylilies to move, plus ourselves.

In testing the

In May of 2010, I moved to Lake City to
begin my new job, while James remained in
Brandon to pack up the house and pot up
daylilies. On Fridays I would drive down to
Brandon for a load to bring back to Lake
City. In the meantime I looked for a place
to live, and prepare to get a new home built
(a new experience for me).

soil, the ph was

Looking back, I wonder how we did it. The
soil here was mostly Florida sand, so we
had to start from scratch. I initially laid out
the garden as a very small imitation of
Ladybug daylilies. I applied Roundup to the
area we chose for the daylilies, and the
work began. We dug up grass, shoveled in
topsoil and pine bark, and tilled it all in.
Then came the watering problems. James
had put in an above ground watering
system, but with that came algae growing in
the pipes and clogged sprinklers. Our first
winter many PVC pipes broke from the
cold, so James had to bury our watering
system. After that, our only watering system
issues were replacing an occasional
sprinkler.

things improved.”

We continued adding pine bark, wood
chips and horse manure. My idea was to
continued on page 4 ...

too high, so we
amended the soil
as needed, and

We’re on the Web!
www.ahsregion12.org
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The Christine Erin Stamile Youth Award
The application period for the
Christine Erin Stamile Youth
Award and the Bertie Ferris
Scholarship is January 1 to March
31. The youth award offers a life
membership in AHS to one
applicant annually and at least one

$1,000.00 scholarship is offered per
year. Get details and application
forms on the AHS website: Youth
Page, or contact the Youth Chair,
Kathy D'Alessandro,
at youth@daylilies.org.

Daylily Delights (continued)

“I continue to
learn more about
our favorite
flower and enjoy

grow healthier plants with what God has
provided, since we didn’t have the money to
buy special soil, etc. I continue to get the
soil tested and make any adjustments as
needed. It took time to get used to a bit of a
different climate; what applied down south
doesn't necessarily apply
here. My daylilies are in
full sun and in the
ground like most folks
grow them. They either

the second
chance God has
given me.”

grow or
they
don't.
It gets
hotter here than down south due to the lack
of sea breezes in this area. It's colder here,
but my daylilies are growing better than they
ever have (you were right Dan Hansen).
I had to take time away from my plants in
2013 to fight breast cancer; no digging in
the dirt, no nothing. All I could do was fret
about my daylilies while James picked up
the slack by pulling weeds (I'm sure James
would be happy if he never saw another
weed again!). Chemo was the hardest thing I
ever did. It took a lot of hard work, but in
the end I have no regrets. I have to say I
would not have survived if it hadn't been
for the grace of God and the many prayers
lifted up on my behalf.

The daylilies are
growing well, the
house and yard is
starting to look like a
home rather than just
a house. I have many
new daylily friends for which I am grateful.
Plus I had a good year of hybridizing this
year, and now have lots of seeds that I'm
looking forward to starting. I continue to
learn more about our favorite flower and
enjoy the second chance God has given
me.
We hope you can come visit us during the
Spring Regional in Lake City next year, as
our garden will be on display. Come meet
the garden supervisors Skeety, Dexter and
Axel. I'm thinking I should change the
garden name from Daylily Delights to
Against All Odds. What do
you think?

— Carol Robinson
Note: Since this writing, Carol lost her dear friends,
Dexter & Skeeter. So now they are leaping around
together in daylily heaven!
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Minutes from Region 12 Fall Business Meeting
September 27, 2014
The 2014 Region 12 Fall Business meeting
was held at the Woman's Club and Garden
Club of Lake City. Meeting was called to
order by President Ray Wensell.
Minutes were approved as printed in the Fall
issue of the 'The Daylilian'.
Treasurer Opal Howell
gave the treasurer's report,
which was approved.
Michelle Peterson as RPD
gave a report on the popularity poll, voted by
23.7% of the members in Region 12. Ray
thanked Michelle for taking over as editor of
'The Daylilian', as former editor Greg Crane
moved out of state.
Ray Wensell announced: Joe Agosta received
the David Hall Memorial Award for “Mark's
Bouquet”, and Michele Taylor was award the
Best Article About Daylily Personalities, for
“The Road to my Addiction”.
New Business: Ray Wensell asked for a
volunteer to take over as New Member
Liaison.
Bob Martin,
Region 12's
AHS director,
and AHS Chief
Financial
Officer,
announced that
the 2016
National
Convention
will be in
Louisville, Kentucky. He reported that AHS
has approved a balanced budget for 2015.
Ray Wensell recognized Gene Perry, who will

take over in January as the new Region 12
president, voted in with 62 votes.
Gene Perry started a discussion on
whether Region 12 would like to host a
National Convention. Club members and
club Presidents need to go back to
their clubs and ask if
they are interested in
hosting.
Carol Robinson
thanked Gene Perry for his work with the
Suwannee Valley Daylily Society.
Dennis Hoffman reported that Sandy
Soderberg had resigned as Historian for
Region 12 and all materials were moved to
BADS storage site.
Opal Howell reported that Region 12 is
spending more than we are taking in, and
expenses need to be cut. If we continue as
we have been, we will spend all of our
money in 5 years. She made suggestions,
to which some members objected, as those
expenses had been approved at previous
business
meetings.
The
auctions at
the Regional
meetings
have been
bringing in
an average
of $850,
while the
newsletter
was costing
close to $3000. Members said they would
be happy with a black and white version of
continued on page 7…

“Matthew
George was
recognized as a
Jr AHS member
who was
awarded the
Christie Stamile
Youth Award.”
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AHS National Convention 2015
The next American Hemerocallis Society
National Convention will be held June 10 to
14, 2015 at the Renaissance Atlanta Waverly
Hotel and Convention Center in Atlanta,
Georgia.
This year’s Convention is being co-hosted by
the Cobb County Daylily Society and the
Daylily Society of Greater Atlanta.
The Convention’s Education Programs includes Exhibition Judge Clinics, Garden
Judge Workshops, and the other specific
workshops listed below.
At this writing only 133 spots are still remaining, and they will most likely fill quickly.

“Are you on
Facebook? So
is Florida’s
Region 12!
Please join the
conversation
and share.”

FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2015 3:00 - 3:45 PM

 Companion Plants in the Daylily Garden Tim Bell
 Setting up a Cross Matrix - Bill Maryott
 Attracting & Involving Youth in Your
Daylily Club - Libby Hickman
 Breeding for Green & Fun with
Miniatures - Tim Harrington
FRIDAY, JUNE 12, 2015 4:00 - 4:45 PM

 Putting on a Spring Regional Meeting Nancy Falck
 Photography in the Garden - Oliver
Billingslea
 Grooming Clinic for the Daylily Show Jack Brock
 Hybridizing for Patterns - Bob Faulkner

SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2015 3:00 - 3:45 PM
 Putting on a Daylily Show - Nikki Schmith

 What's New in Hybridizing: The High
Tech Approach - Jamie Gossard
 Photography in the Garden - Oliver
Billingslea
 Horticultural Overview of the Daylily - Greg
Goff
SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2015 4:00 - 4:45
PM

 Adding a Design Division to Your Daylily
Show - Marilyn Hennecken
 Why Some Doubles Do Not Double - Scott
Elliott
 Growing Your Daylily Club / Incentive
Reward Programs - Doris & David Bishop

Region 12 on Facebook
Are you on Facebook? So is
Florida’s Region 12! Please join
the conversation and share. Just
search for the page “Daylilies
Region 12 American
Hemerocallis Society” or send
your request to
gardens4bees@gmail.com, and

we will send you an official
invitation to join the group.
Just a head’s-up. If you join the
group, you’ll be asked to share
your daylily adventures and your
DL photos. Looking forward to
seeing you online!
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AHS Region 12 Display Gardens
Lilies By The Pond
Ray & Terri Wensell, 1900 St George Ct.,
Middleburg, FL 32068
rtcritter1@bellsouth.net
(904) 215-9457

Note that many Display Gardens are at
private homes. Please call ahead to
arrange a convenient time for visiting.

Martha's Madness
Martha Caldwell, 713 Dove Creek Circle,
Orange Park, FL 32073
marthacaldwell@comcast.net
(904) 272-0018

“… many Display
Gardens are at

Sample Gardens, Linda Sample
3603 Lightner Drive, Tampa, FL 33629
glsample@verizon.net
(813) 831-8294

private homes.
Please call
ahead to

Sea Scapes Daylilies
Floyd & Hilda Sewell, 1831 Ocean Drive
S, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
floyd@floydsewell.com
(904) 200-6528

arrange a
convenient time
for visiting.”

Minutes from Region 12 Fall Business Meeting (continued)
the newsletter, rather than color. Another
option was to email digital copies of the
newsletter. Much discussion followed.

Joe Agosta moved that a budget
committee be appointed by the president
to make a yearly or a 2 year budget.
Seconded by Jerome Ridaught, and
passed.
Also discussed during the meeting was
the declining membership in Region 12,
and in our individual clubs.
Matthew George was recognized as a Jr
AHS member who was awarded the
Christine Stamile Youth Award.
After the meeting, the floor was turned
over to Randy Fleming of Dragon's
Mead Daylily Garden.

— Kay Smith, Region 12 Secretary
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Our Miss Ruby
three-layered cake with their own hands.
How many of us would be willing, even if
could, to take on that colossus?
Frances Gray made lovely arrangements
for each table and a magnificent
arrangement for the center table.
More than 100 people enjoyed the work
of food art accomplished by Nelda
Moore. The tables were laden with
sandwiches, sweets, roll-ups, fresh fruit
and you-name-it. Not only was the food
delicious, it was beautifully presented.
Money could not buy that kind of service
– it took love. Love always makes a way –
love changes the impossible – love always
gives.

“All things
beautiful are
ours; spring

All things beautiful are ours; spring
flowers, green meadows, and parties for
our Miss Ruby.

After her son, John, died in 2001, Miss
Ruby created the “The Ruby and John
Sullivan Educational Scholarship” at
Valdosta State University. John Crawford,

This precious lady, Ruby Sullivan, devoted
sixty seven years of her life to service for
others in teaching and loving children. A
celebration of her life was held at First
Baptist Church Camilla (Camilla, Georgia)
on April 26, 2014. It was her 100th
birthday, and the celebration was organized
by Jackie Nicholson and her sisters,
Connie Taylor of Bainbridge, Georgia, and
Melody Houston of Camilla, Georgia, with
help from her
friend Paul
Goodrich of
Boston,
Massachusetts.
This tribute of
Miss Ruby
was much
more than a
gathering to
show
everyone how
she had served
people through the years; it was love in
action.
Jackie, Connie and Melody made the huge

Vice President of
Advancement at VSU, spoke
of Miss Ruby’s educational
career and her commitment to
future teachers. Vontessa A.
Kendall, the first recipient of
the scholarship, was present at
the party and thanked Miss
Ruby for saving her and her
parents from financial
pressure while she was in school. Now
graduated, Vontessa teaches in public
school in Americus, GA.

flowers, green
meadows, and
parties for our
Miss Ruby.”
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Want Better Daylilies for Your Money?
Save money by becoming a more
discriminating daylily buyer. With so many
cultivars available on the market it is no
wonder we all have regrets over some of
our purchases. There is no substitute for
knowledge to help make better selections
for our gardens. You can increase your
knowledge by studying those factors which
define the better performing cultivars.
The AHS Garden Judge program will
supply you with the tools to better evaluate
cultivar performance. This knowledge
assists you in evaluating potential
purchases. Each year at regional meetings
clinic style training sessions are conducted.
Classroom instruction in Clinic I is
augmented by the “in garden” training of
Clinic II. For the investment of a few
hours of time you can become a garden
judge and as such participate in the annual
voting for the AHS cultivar awards. After a
couple of years you will note with pride the

improved
quality of your
garden, not to
mention the
money you
will have
saved.
For more
information
on garden
judging visit
the AHS
website,
www.daylilies.org, or ask a garden judge you
may already know.

— Joe Agosta, Tallahassee, Region 12
Garden Judge Liaison
(Reprinted from the Spring 2011 Daylilian)

“The AHS
Garden Judge
program will
supply you with
the tools to
better evaluate
cultivar
performance.”

Our Miss Ruby (continued)

AHS Youth Activities

Many people
from the
daylily world
attended the
gala occasion
and
expressed
their love
and respect
for Miss
Ruby. She has five daylilies named for her –
Ruby Sullivan (Brown, 1993), Ruby Rigsby
(Stamile 2000), Ruby’s Duke (Hansen,
2007), Our Miss Ruby (Hansen, D., 2007),
and Ruby Pearl Sullivan (Petit, 2008). It’s
interesting to note that every daylily named
for her was hybridized by well-known
Florida daylily growers. Miss Ruby was
cherished by all.

Spring Surprise Contest - January 1 to June 1
Send your name to the *Youth Chair for a
chance to win a surprise gift. A drawing will
be held June 2, 2015. Entries can be sent by
regular mail, email or the Portal’s message
center. Multiple entries will be accepted, but
not more than one per month.
*Youth Chair, 2076 Silo Lane, East Greenville,
PA 18041, youth@daylilies.org

— Opal Howell and Maryzell Robert

BINGO on the AHS Portal – March 1 to
September 1
Perform the required tasks in the Youth
Group to obtain the letters B I N G O.
Repeat the process to obtain more
BINGO’s. The one with the most BINGO’s
is the winner. There will also be a second and
third place winner. Prize daylilies donated by
Mike & Sandy Holmes of River Bend Daylily
Gardens. Official rules are posted on the
Youth Group homepage,www.daylilynetwork.org.
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Central Florida Daylily Society (CFDS)

“With such a
busy year, we
may continue to
take the hot
month of
August off, but
come to a
meeting to find
out if other
plans are in the
works or check
our webpage…”

Sara Martin welcomed everyone back to the
Central Florida Daylily Society (CFDS) at our
first meeting of the daylily year in September.
She led a review of events for the year ahead
including a bus trip for members to visit
North Florida and South Georgia
hybridizers, donation of some daylily books
to Region 12 or the Orlando Garden Club,
taking a booth at the Seminole County
Garden Expo, club meeting dates and
speakers, the annual show (which will be our
50th!), the Fall Regional Meeting to be held in
Lake City, and a new plan for door prizes
this year. As agreed upon at the board
meeting, a collection of newer introductions
were purchased from Dan Hansen to use as
door prizes for club members. The meeting
concluded with a round table discussion in
which members discussed how their daylilies
were doing, along with their favorite
composts, mulches, soil amendments and
fungicides.
In October, Dan Trimmer of Water Mill
Gardens in Enterprise, FL was our guest
speaker. Dan discussed how he got into
growing daylilies, for both stress release and
as a backyard hobby. He shared his growing
techniques, such as types of fertilization, rust
prevention and favorite potting soil
combinations. Dan also briefly explained the
process required to convert a diploid daylily
to a tetraploid. He presented photos of his
2014 and 2015 daylily introductions.
On November 1st, the CFDS had a booth at
the Seminole County Garden Expo. Despite
the cool and windy weather,
attendance was good and
club members staffing the
booth made nearly $300
selling daylilies (donated by
members) and provided
information about daylily
culture and the club.
CJ Gregory of Dragonwood
Garden in Oviedo, FL was
our guest speaker at the
November meeting. CJ
presented photos and

discussed the strengths of his daylily
introductions and his possible future
introductions.
In lieu of a regular meeting, the club had a
potluck holiday party in December. The
club purchased a ham, and members
brought their favorite dishes. The food was
plentiful, delicious, and only surpassed by
the company! Additionally, a raffle-style gift
exchange of garden-related items took place.
We all enjoyed the chance to spend some
social time with our daylily friends.
In January, Luddy Lambertson of Art
Gallery Gardens in Lake Helen, FlLwas our
guest speaker. He worked around projector
issues to show us images of three of his
passions: birding around the world, his art,
and his daylilies. The three come together
in the living works of art he creates in that
daylilies often sport bird names. We enjoyed
stories and pictures of tracking rare and
beautiful birds in Thailand and other exotic
locales as well as images of his sculptures
and daylilies.
We are looking forward to Dan Hansen of
Ladybug Daylilies in Geneva, FL in February
and a club member question and answer
session in March. In April we will finalize
our plans for our daylily show and discuss
grooming techniques.
On May 9th, the CFDS will put on its 50th
Annual Daylily Show, which also includes a
sale of daylily and companion plants, potting
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demonstrations, and a photography contest,
which is judged by the public.
As part of Daylily Mecca (May 14-17), the
CFDS will host an Ice Cream Social and
Daylily Auction on May 15th at the Deltona
Community Center. This is a fun event
complete with free ice cream and cookies as
well as the opportunity to bid on some of
the newest introductions from some of the
top hybridizers.
It was suggested to have meetings year
round instead of taking off JuneAugust and this year we are looking
to add at least a couple events
during the months we typically
take off including a bus trip
the first weekend of June,
a board meeting to
discuss plans for the
upcoming daylily year

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1
(which is open to all interested members) at
CJ and Virginia Gregory’s Dragonwood
Garden in Oviedo sometime in June, and a
picnic social at Bob and Sara Martin’s Dun
Roamin’ Garden in Orange City sometime in
July.
With such a busy year, we may continue to
take the hot month of August off, but come
to a meeting to find out if other plans are in
the works or check our webpage at
www.centralfloridadaylilies.org for more
information. Remember, we meet the
second Sunday of the month from
2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at the Orlando
Garden Club. We would love
to see you there!

— Virginia
Gregory, CFDS
Immediate Past
President

Greg Goff of Le Petit Jardin Daylilies in
McIntosh., Florida, will be the March 22nd
speaker.
Dan Trimmer of Dan Trimmer of Watermill
Gardens in Enterprise, Florida will be the
April 26th speaker.
We don't have any official officers yet so I'm
serving as the interim president.
Don Hansen of Ladybug Daylilies has
generously granted our club $2000.00 of

enjoyed the
chance to
spend some
social time

Ocala Area Daylilies
Ocala Area Daylilies is currently meeting
every 4th Sunday, 2 pm at the Ocala Public
Library, 2720 E Silver Springs Blvd, Ocala,
Florida.

“We all

with our
daylilies to sell and raise much needed
money for the club to operate. Members
of Ocala Daylilies will be going to
Hansen's to clean, tag and prepare the
plants for sale as soon as details can be
worked out.. The sale will help increase
awareness of the club and daylilies in the
Ocala area.
We do have a Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/Ocala.area.daylilies
Anyone wanting more info can call Pat
Hawk at (352) 591-3120.

— Pat Hawk, Interim President and
Founder

daylily
friends.”
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Suwannee Valley Daylily Society
The Suwannee Valley Daylily Society meets
from 2 to 4 pm the third Sunday of each
month at the Columbia County Public
Library, 490 N Columbia St, Lake City, FL.
For more information contact:
Andrew Harbison, President
15445 51st Drive
Wellborn, FL. 32094
(386) 965-5662
andrewharbison@me.com

— Andrew Harbison, President,
Suwannee Valley Daylily Society

“Ask any of our
members and
they will tell
you our
meetings are
about having
fun while
sharing
information
about our
favorite

Tallahassee Daylily Society
The Tallahassee Daylily Society continues
to grow. Our January meeting featuring
noted hybridizer Dan Hansen of Ladybug
Gardens set a modern record for our club
with over fifty people in attendance.
Dan’s presentation was very informative
and attention holding as it was entirely of
video with live commentary. A lot of
work went into preparing it. We
appreciate Dan taking the time to bring it
to us along with fantastic auction plants.
Ask any of our members and they will tell
you our meetings are about having fun
while sharing information about our
favorite perennial. We like to eat too!
Our February 22nd meeting will feature
C. J. and Virginia Gregory of

Dragonwood Garden. March 22nd will
feature Jeff and Elizabeth Salter of
Rollingwood Gardens. All TDS meetings
are 2:00 to 4:00 PM at the Leon County
Cooperative Extension Center located at 615
Paul Russell Road. Visitors are always
welcome.
If you are in the Tallahassee area on May
16th you can visit with us at our annual
floral display and plant sale held at Dorothy
Oven Park.
For more information go to our website,
www.thsgardens.org and/or like us on
Facebook.

— Joe Agosta, Chemonie Gardens,
Tallahassee, Florida

perennial.”

Congratulations to the Central Florida Daylily Society for
achieving AHS Platinum Medal Club status with every member
in good standing with the American Hemerocallis Society.
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Florida Local Daylily Clubs
Bay Area Daylily Society
Dennis Hoffman, President
9100 90th Avenue N.
Pinellas Park, FL 33728
(717)547-5345
email: eswdlh@earthlink.net
web: www.bads.us
Meet year-round at 10am the second
Saturday of each month. Locations
vary. Visit www.bads.us for more
information.
Choctwhatchee Hemerocallis Society
Carl Henderson, President
2947 Bob Sikes Rd
DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435
(850) 892-5452 or (262) 227-7482
email: chender832@acninc.net
Meet at 2pm on the fourth Tuesday of
each month January - June at the
Walton County Extension Service,
DeFuniak Springs.
Central Florida Daylily Society
Sara Martin, President
1636 Sunset Avenue
Orange City, FL 32763
(386) 775-0726
email: bobsara05@embarqmail.com
web: www.centralfloridadaylilies.org
Meet from 2 to 4p.m. on the second
Sunday of the month from September
through April at the Orlando Garden
Club, 710 East Rollins Street, Orlando,
Florida 32803.
North Florida Daylily Society
Bob Reese, President
9711 Beauclerc Terrace
Jacksonville, FL 32257
904-731-0689
email: bobrreese@att.net
web: nfdaylily.home.comcast.net
Meet at 2:15pm on the second Sunday
of the month from January through
April at Orange Park Library at 2054
Plainfield Ave.

Ocala Area Daylilies
Pat Hawk, Interim President
5301 W Highway 316
Reddick, FL 32686
(352) 591-3120
email: wateroak@windstream.net
web: facebook.com/Ocala.area.daylilies
Meet every 4th Sunday, 2pm, at the
Ocala Public Library, 2720 E Silver
Springs Blvd, Ocala, Florida.
Pensacola Daylily Club
Michele Taylor, President
113 Santa Rosa Rd Lot 1
Cantonment, Fl. 32533
Phone: 850-889-5195
email: michele.taylor38@gmail.com
web: www.pensacoladaylilyclub.com
Meet September-June on the second
Monday of each month at 6:30pm in
the Garden Center Café, 1850 N 9th
Ave, Pensacola, Florida 32503.
Suwannee Valley Hemerocallis Society
Andrew Harbison, President
15445 51st Drive
Wellborn, FL. 32094
(386)965-5662
email: andrewharbison@me.com
Meet at 2pm, the third Sunday of each
month from September through June at
the Columbia County Public Library,
490 N Columbia St, Lake City, Florida.
Tallahassee Daylily Society
Joe Agosta, President
7444 Creekridge Circle
Tallahassee, FL 32309
Phone: (850) 668-1368
email: j.agosta@mindspring.com
web: www.thsgardens.org
Meet at 2pm the 4th Sunday of each
month at the Leon County Cooperative
Extension Center located at 615 Paul
Russell Road from September through
April (excluding December).

FLORIDA DAYLILY NEWS
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Region 12 POP Poll Winners for 2014

First place
“DOROTHY AND TOTO”
Herrington- K.., 2003

(photo courtesy of Tim Herrington)

Second Place
“Mark’s Bouquet”
Agosta, 2006

(photo courtesy of Petal Pusher Daylilies)

Third Place
“Maryzell”
Hansen- D., 2006

(photo courtesy of Jen Suarez)

American Hemerocallis Society Region 12
2015 Popularity Poll Ballot
Here is your new Popularity Poll ballot. Each cultivar below received at least four ballot votes or two write-ins on last
year’s ballot. An electronic ballot is also available on the AHS website at: www.daylilies.org/PopPoll. Mail or email
your choices to your RPD (see below), or use the web-based ballot. Please submit your ballot only once.
Each AHS member can vote for up to ten (10) registered cultivars. A ballot with only one (1) vote is acceptable. In
this new Popularity Poll ballot, you have the option of writing in up to five (5) personal choices, should your choices
not appear in the listing below. Daylilies receiving the most votes will appear on the next year’s ballot. Each AHS
member is eligible to vote and is encouraged to do so. Votes must be postmarked by September 1, 2015.

PLEASE CHECK OFF OR WRITE IN YOUR CHOICES BELOW.

 Above The Clouds
 Across The Universe
 Affair D'amour
 All about Eve
 Amanda’s Little Red Shoes
 American Freedom
 Apple Blossom White
 Arctic Tern
 Bali Watercolor
 Bela Lugosi
 Big Kiss
 Bob Martin
 Cassidy Houston
 Course of Action
 Crispy Creme
 Cyber Zone
 Dorothy and Toto
 Dr. Charles Molano
 Dragon Dream Maker
 Dragonwood Spellbound
 Elva White Grow
 Fashion Police
 Firefly Frenzy
 Fried Green Tomatoes

Signature:
Printed Name:
Street:
City, State Zip:

 Geneva Rockin Robin
 God Save The Queen
 King Kahuna
 Lady Neva
 Laughing Feather
 Lava Flow
 Lemonberry Truffle
 Life is a Highway
 Little Pink Cloud
 Mark’s Bouquet
 Maryzell
 Masked Marauder
 Melvin Wayne Johnson
 Michigan Nicki
 Midnight Magic
 Midnight Raider
 Mountain Almond
 Odd Man Out
 Orange Velvet
 Over the Line
 Parrots of the Caribbean
 Rosabelle Van Falkenburgh
 Sara Martin
 Scouts Honor

 Sea of Cinders
 Sherry Lane Carr
 Silver Run
 Simply Smashing
 So Many Stars
 Spacecoast Behavior Pattern
 Spacecoast Gold Bonanza
 Spacecoast Hot Tamales
 Spacecoast Irish Illumination
 Spacecoast Sea Shells
 Spacecoast Tiny Perfection
 Sweet Patootie
 Ten Gallon Hat
 Thin Man
Your Choice WRITE INS:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Mail/Email To:
Michelle Peterson
Region 12 RPD
772 NW Avens Street
Port St. Lucie, FL 34983-1106
gardens4bees@gmail.com

FLORIDA DAYLILY NEWS
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Cook’s Corner
CRABMEAT CASSEROLE — From Sara
Martin
¾ green pepper, finely chopped
¾ cup of celery, finely chopped,
1 tbsp oil
3 tbsp butter
1 lb white or claw crabmeat
1 can mushroom soup
Few drops Tabasco Sauce
1 tsp Worcestershire Sauce
1 tsp parsley flakes
¾ tsp white pepper
¾ tsp salt
Chopped pimiento (optional)
3 tbsp capers (optional)
1 c crushed crackers.

Directions:
Saute oil, celery and pepper. combine with
other ingredients except crackers. Mix
lightly, pour into casserole. Top with
crushed crackers. Sprinkle with Paprika,
Bake at 375 degrees for one hour.
ENJOY.

DAYLILY FRITTERS
1 cup unbleached white flour
1 tbsp baking powder
½ tsp sea salt
1 cup ice cold hard apple cider
2 to 3 cups grapeseed oil for frying
1 to 2 pounds of fresh daylily buds

should be just a little more
than an inch deep and
should reach a temperature
of about 350° to 375° F.
Make sure the oil is hot
enough to prevent your
batter from absorbing too
much oil as it fries.

Directions:
In a medium-sized bowl, whisk flour, baking
powder, and salt together until fully mixed.
Add 1 cup of ice cold apple cider (this will
help your batter crisp up nicely) and gently
whisk, being careful not to over-mix. A few
lumps in the batter are okay.

Once oil has reached
temperature, grab your
daylily buds by the stem
and dip each one into the
batter. Working in small
batches is best, no more
than 5 fritters in the oil at
a time to properly monitor
them. Drop each battered
bud into the
oil carefully to avoid splashing,
and allow it to fry for about
one minute or until crisp and
golden, then flip it on the
other side using tongs and fry
it for about another minute.
Remove the fritter from the oil
and place it on a sheet of paper
towel to absorb any excess oil.

In a small heavy skillet or saucepan, heat the
grapeseed oil over medium heat. The oil

Eat warm, with a sprinkle of
good salt or your favorite
dipping sauce.

FLORIDA DAYLILY NEWS
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First Year at Lilies by the Pond
We feel honored to
represent the American
Hemerocallis Society
with our Display Garden
designation. We have
always striven to
maintain numerous
varieties of daylilies from
various hybridizers to
show all the different types of daylilies
being produced in the Daylily World.

“We always
thought it
was our
responsibility
to share
what we have
learned over
the years to
help others
have a
successful
daylily bed. “

During our first year we had numerous
visitors to our garden from our golfing
friends, family members and, most of all,
potential daylily lovers. We entertained
several local Garden Clubs at our house
where their monthly meetings were held.
We spoke about daylily growing and the
care and love that goes into making our
flowers special. All the garden club
members were overwhelmed with how
much work and time goes into making sure
all the flowers have an ample supply of
food to maintain vigorous root structure
and healthy soil to keep the foliage vibrant
throughout the year. Also educating daylily
folks to place their plants in the Florida
sunshine so the plant has the energy it
needs to grow, stay healthy and produce
spectacular blooms. We have told many
individuals that plants are no different than
people – they need food, water and love to
survive.
The visits to our garden resulted in us
giving a presentation on dividing daylilies
and demonstrating the proper way to plant
the daylily once divided. Many members
assumed that the plant just stayed in the
ground forever without ever needing any
special attention to produce additional
plants. It never occurred to them that the
roots could be crowded out and the
growing process stunted. When all was said
and done everyone had a better
understanding and knowledge of the
process required to keep their plants
looking healthy and producing outstanding
colors for each bloom.

Our goal has always been to help
anyone we meet who asks questions
and shows an interest in the daylilies
to help them better understand the
habits and process of the daylily. We
always thought it was our
responsibility to share what we have
learned over the years to help others
have a successful daylily bed.
Knowledge is powerful, and you can never
have enough of it. So don't keep that
information to yourself. We need more
people to better understand daylilies, and
hopefully become AHS members along with
joining the local club. Our responsibility to
keeping our garden in pristine condition is to
make others want to enjoy what we enjoy
each and every day that we wake up.
Although we do not have acres and acres of
land to fill with daylilies, we have
incorporated our small piece of heaven with
plants that give us happiness and encourage
us to continue producing quality flowers not
just for ourselves but for others to also enjoy.
We appreciate AHS for allowing us to help
educate people to better understand the
daylily along with nurturing the plants to
produce quality blooms year after year. We
feel that as a representative of the AHS it is
our duty to assist others in hopes that they to
will also become
daylily addicts.
Our first year as
an AHS Display
Garden is over,
and we eagerly
await year two,
as we already
have several local
Garden Clubs scheduled to visit our house in
2015. Again we anticipate fantastic blooms to
show their colors and demonstrate the results
of what all our hard work and time has
produced. Each flower a beauty in its own
right, some prettier than others but that's
what makes daylilies so wonderful as there is
always a color, size or shape for everyone.

— Ray and Terri Wensell

SUWANNEE VALLEY DAYLILY SOCIETY
Presents
AHS REGION 12 SPRING MEETING – MAY 22 & 23, 2015
Woman’s Club & Garden Club of Lake City
257 SE Hernando Ave, Lake City, Florida
Schedule of Events
Friday, May 22, 2015
8:00
Registration opens, Woman’s Club & Garden
Club of Lake City
9:00 – 4:00
Boutique and Plant Sales Open
8:00
Silent Auction Opens
9:00
Exhibition Judges Clinic I
9:00
Garden Judges Clinic I
11:30 – 1:00
Lunch on your own
1:30
Exhibition Judges Clinic III
1:30
Exhibition Judges Clinic II
1:30 – 4:30
Speaker Presentations
5:00
Silent Auction Closes
5:00
Social Hour & Pizza Party – Business Meeting

Saturday, May 23, 2015
7:00
Registration opens, Woman’s Club & Garden
Club of Lake City
7:30
Bus departs
---Garden Judges Clinic II – Salter’s Garden
2:45
Bus returns
3:00
Boutique and Plant Sales Open
3:00
Silent Auction Opens
3:00 - 5:00
Presentations
5:00
Silent Auction Closes
5:00
Social Hour
6:00
Dinner
Guest Speaker, Nicole DeVito
Live Auction
---Meeting adjourned

Welcome to the AHS Region 12 Spring Meeting hosted by the Suwannee Valley Daylily Society.
The Baymont Inn & Suites, 3598 US Highway 90 has set aside a block of rooms for this event. The rate for our event is $52.99 plus tax and
is valid for Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings. The rooms are non-smoking with two queen size beds. To receive the discounted rate,
reservations must be made not later than May 7, 2015. Reservations can be made by calling (386) 752-3801 and mention AHS REGION 12
to receive the discounted rate.
Each registrant will receive a 2015 Salter introduction hybridized especially for this meeting.
Friday evening’s social event will be a Pizza Parte held at Woman’s Club. Saturday’s lunch will be held at Elizabeth and Jeff Salter’s garden.
REGISTRATION FORM
Please complete this Registration Form and mail prior to May 1. Make checks payable to “Suwannee Valley Daylily Society.” Registrations
received after May 1 will be subject to a late fee of $25. Send completed forms to:

Ottis Houston, Registrar
AHS Region 12 Spring Meeting
2147 SW State Road 47a
Lake City, FL 32025
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Name on Badge (if different from above): _________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________

E-mail: ______________________________________________

Please indicate clinics you intend to take:
Exhibition I ____

Exhibition II ____

Exhibition III ____

Garden I ____

Garden II ____

Fees for clinics are $5 per person and will be collected prior to clinics and are to be paid to the instructor.
Bring a copy of the Exhibition or Garden Judges Handbook with you. They are available for download on the AHS website.
# Adults @ $89.00: _______

# AHS Youth @$39.00 _______

Region 12 Officers and Committee Chairs

American Hemerocallis Society Officers

Regional President
Gene Perry
636 Golden Oaks Lane
Sanford, FL 32771
(407) 310-5881
ahsregion12pres@gmail.com

Awards and Honors Liaison
Ray Wensell
1900 St George Ct
Middleburg, FL 32068
(904) 215-9457
rtcritter@bellsouth.net

Scientific Liaison
Jeff Salter
7024 NW 18th Avenue
Gainesville, FL 32605
352-331-2716
jaf@salterdaylilies.com

Regional Director
Bob Martin
1636 Sunset Ave
Orange City, FL 32763
(386) 775-0726
bobsarah05@embarqmail.com

Exhibition Judges Liaison
Floyd Sewell
1831 Ocean Dr S
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
904-200-6528
floyd@floydsewell.com

Chief Financial Officer
John H. Martin (Bob)
1636 Sunset Avenue, Orange City, FL 32763
cfo@daylilies.org
(386) 775-0726

W. E. Monroe Endowment
Fund Liaison
Ottis Houston
2147 SW State Road 47
Lake City, FL 32025
386-752-4654
comahoust@bellsouth.net

Treasurer
Opal Howell
926 Rosemary Terrace
Tallahassee, Fl. 32303-3903
850-386-1076
opalfhowell@gmail.com

Garden Judges Liaison
Joe Agosta
7444 Creekridge Circle
Tallahassee, FL 32309
850-668-1368
j.agosta@mindspring.com

Ways & Means Liaison
C. J. Gregory
1603 Brooks Lane
Oviedo, FL 32765
cvgregory@mpinet.net

Executive Secretary
Pat Mercer
PO Box 10, Dexter, GA 31019
patmercer@progressivetel.com

Secretary
Kay Smith
232 Gulf Boulevard
Indian Rock Beach, FL 33785
727-595-5337
kayasmith@earthlink.net

Historical Liaison
Carol Robinson
21854 State Road 247
Lake City, FL 32024
386-288-2109
crdaylily618@gmail.com

Youth Liaison
Nicole Harry
2067 Majestic Woods Blvd
Apopka, FL 32712
407-703-4553
info@nicolesdaylillies.com

Regional Publicity Director
Michelle Peterson
772 NW Avens St
Port St Lucie, FL 34983
772-249-5548
gardens4bees@gmail.com

Membership Liaison
Martha Caldwell
713 Dove Creek Circle
Orange Park, FL 32073
(904) 272-0018
marthacaldwell@comcast.net

President
Julie Covington
4909 Labradore Drive, Roanoke, VA 24012
540-977-1704
Vice President
Melodye Campbell, Awards and Honors
21 Ambleside Drive, Fairport, NY 14450
585-749-7433
vicepresident@daylilies.org, or
awards@daylilies.org

Daylily Journal Editor
Meg McKenzie
1936 Wemsley Ave, El Centro, CA 92243
MegMcKenzieDaylilies@yahoo.com

American Hemerocallis Society Region 12
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